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Our Homes, Our Votes

Our Homes, Our Votes is NLIHC’s voter engagement effort 
focusing on increasing voter registration and turnout amongst 
low income housing renters and advocates. 



Legal Considerations for 
Nonprofits

501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations ARE allowed to 
participate in voter registration efforts!

501(c)(3)s CAN 

• Register voters
• Educate voters 
• Engage candidates on 

issues
• Get voters to the polls

As long as all efforts and 
activities remain 
NON-PARTISAN!

501(c)(3)s CANNOT

• Make endorsements of any 
political candidates.

• Donate money, resources, 
or time to any particular 
candidate. 

• Any staff engaged in 
partisan political activities 
MUST do so without 
representing the 
organization, NEVER on 
staff time, and NEVER 
using 501(c)(3) resources.



Before You Begin Registering



Preparing a Registration 
Campaign

• Define your goals
• Connect with the local Board of Elections
• Registration trainings
• Consider resources



Registration Rates: Renter 
Vs. Homeowners



Goal Setting and Voter 
Registration

• Define your constituency
• Produce an intended registration number

• Increases over previous years can be 
strong goals

• Establishing roles
• Volunteer recruitment



Know the Law of 
Registration

• Voter registration laws vary from state to state
• Some states require trainings of voter registration 

deputies
• Some states have rules on when registration 

forms must be turned in
• Get information from local election officials

• Often either County Clerk or Board of Elections
• NonProfit VOTE resource: Voting in Your 

State
• https://bit.ly/2mEwUIf

https://bit.ly/2mEwUIf


NonProfit VOTE—State Page 
Example



Registration Trainings

• All staff and volunteers must be trained on 
voter registration

• Legal considerations
• Filling out forms correctly
• Ensuring forms are handed in promptly

• Invite local election officials to conduct 
trainings, if available



Resources and Tools

• Always have enough registration forms
• Pledge cards

• Mailed back to registrants to remind them of their 
pledge to vote

• Sample ballots
• Demystify voting process

• Factsheets on issues impacted by elections



Registering Voters!



Registering Voters

• Build registration 
activities into day-to-day 
work

• Plan specific activities
• Door-to-door campaigns
• Establish a community 

presence
• Keep records



National Voter Registration 
Day—September 25

• National day of 
coordinated volunteer 
registration events 
throughout the country.

• Excellent website to post 
local events that 
volunteers can find.



Online Voter Registration

• 38 states now allow online voter registration.
• Registration drives can now be done with 

tablets or smartphones instead of clipboards 
and paper forms.

• League of Women Voters maintains an 
excellent online voter registration resource.

• http://www.vote411.org/register#.W1JP2NJKhQA

http://www.vote411.org/register#.W1JP2NJKhQA


Updating Registrations

When in Doubt, Re-Register!
• Renters change addresses with more 

frequency than homeowners and are more 
likely to need to update registrations

• Voter roll purges
• Consider: Municipal ordinances similar to 

Minneapolis requirement that all landlords 
provide registration forms to new renters 



Tips for an Effective Registration 
Campaign



Tips for Effective 
Registration Campaigns

• Get to know local election officials
• Build a coalition
• Its never too early to start planning
• Recruit volunteers and staff
• Incorporate “Active Tabling”



Tracking Progress

• Be sure to record total number of registrations 
collected, and new addresses

• Include updated registrations
• Demonstrating a large block of registered 

voters will help with engaging candidates



Common Obstacles



Common Obstacles

1. Voter Apathy

2. Locked Apartment Buildings

3. Formerly Incarcerated Voters

4. Voting without an Address



Confronting Voter Apathy

Effective Messaging
• Focus on a better 

future
• Connect voting with 

personal struggles of a 
given voter

• Use language that 
refers to civic duty



Locked Apartment Buildings

• Voter registration is NOT soliciting, and simple 
indications of “no soliciting” do not apply to 
civic engagement.

• Most owners and operators will allow non-
partisan door-to-door registration when it is 
requested in advance.

• Neighbors can always engage neighbors.



Locked Apartment Buildings: 
Finding Subsidized Residents

• Use the National Housing Preservation 
Database produced by PAHRC and NLIHC.

• www.preservationdatabase.org

http://www.preservationdatabase.org/


Voting for Formerly 
Incarcerated Individuals

• Generally, a person with a conviction who has 
completed all parole and probation requirements is 
eligible to vote, but THIS VARIES BY STATE.

• States where all people with felony convictions are 
PERMANENTLY banned from voting are Florida, 
Virginia, Kentucky, and Iowa.

• Only two states allow people with convictions to vote 
while still in prison: Vermont and Maine.

• American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) maintains a 
great map resource at: https://bit.ly/2t8ioyn

https://bit.ly/2t8ioyn


Common Obstacles

Registration for People Without Addresses
Annie Leomporra



You Don’t Need a Home to 
Vote!

• Frequently Asked Questions
• Misconceptions
• Tips for an Effective Voter Registration Campaign 

Focusing on Unsheltered People
• What Else Can Organizations Do?



Questions?



Additional Resources



Voter Engagement Tools

https://bit.ly/2NbgSAO https://bit.ly/2mjcgNI

https://bit.ly/2NbgSAO
https://bit.ly/2mjcgNI


Upcoming Webinars

Tuesday July 31 The Importance of Voter Lists! A Key Tool for Successful 
Mobilization

Tuesday, August 7 An Informed Debate: Effectively Engaging Candidates while 
Remaining Non-Partisan

Tuesday, August 14 “I Vote for More Affordable Homes!” Educating Voters Before 
Election Day

Tuesday, August 21 Voter Mobilization: Getting Out the Vote

All Webinars begin at 3:00pm ET
For more information, please visit https://bit.ly/2KooyTi

https://bit.ly/2KooyTi%E2%80%8B


Our Members Are Our Strength
Please become an NLIHC Member at:
www.NLIHC.org/membership



Contact Us 

Joseph Lindstrom
Manager for Field Organizing
National Low Income Housing Coalition
jlindstrom@nlihc.org
202.507.7441
Twitter: @JosephLindstrom

Annie Leomporra
Grassroots Analyst
National Coalition for the Homeless
aleomporra@nationalhomeless.org
202.462.4822 x223
Twitter: @ntl_homeless
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