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Please standby.
We will begin momentarily.
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General Logistics

* We will allow for time at the end of today’s webinar
for questions. If you have a question, please use the
Q&A box in your webinar browser.

* We will provide access to both a video recording and
a copy of today’s slides to all participants following
the webinar.

* If you are experiencing any technical difficulties,
please send an email to Trey Walk at
outreachintern@nlihc.org
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Agenda

* Introduction to Our Homes, Our Votes Project
* The Challenge of Voter Suppression

 Restrictions and Legal Considerations for 501(c)(3)
Organizations

 Question and Answer
o Additional Resources
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Our Homes, Our Votes

Our Homes, Our Votes is NLIHC's voter engagement effort
focusing on increasing voter registration and turnout amongst
low income renters and advocates.
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Why Should Housing

Organizations Care About
Elections?

* Policymakers care most about voters.

* Housing advocates and service providers are uniquely

ﬁositioned to provide a voice for renters and low-income
ouseholds.

* When low income renters lack a strong F_resenc_e_at the
polls, it leads to unfavorable housing policy decisions.




Reported Voting by Renters
Compared to Homeowners

U.S. Citizens Who Reported Voting in National
Elections by Housing Tenure (2008 to 2016)

2008 2010 2012 2014 2016

B Homeowners B Renters

Source: November 2008-2016 Current Population Survey data



Reported Voting by Income

U.S. Citizens Who Reported Voting in November
Elections by Family Income (2008 to 2016)

80% °

2008 2010 2012 2014 2016

B Under $20K B Over $100K

Source: November 2008-2016 Current Population Survey data






Voter Suppression

Voter Suppression refers to legislative efforts and policies aimed at
restricting access to voting in order to make it more difficult for certain
group of people to vote.

TR D

©
BEGNNING N 2076, M oTVOTElSHliIﬂD
SHOW A CCH’HEPNDTO




Voting Restrictions in America
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What Does Voter
Suppression Look Like?

What are some examples?

« Voter ID Laws

» Targeting Specific Communities with Misinformation

» Efforts to Curtail Early and Absentee Voting Opportunities
* Reducing or Relocating Polling Places

+ “Voter Caging” (challenging registration status at the polls)

Who is targeted?

* Low income people

» Members of racial or ethnic minorities

» Students

» Senior citizens

« Persons with disabilities

» Significant overlap with our constituents!



CONSIDERATIONS FOR 501(C)(3)

ORGANIZATIONS
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Alliance for Justice —
Bolder Advocacy

* Free technical assistance: advocacy@afj.org or

1-866-NP-LOBBY

 For factsheets and in-depth publications, visit
www.bolderadvocacy.org




Legal Considerations for
Nonprofits

“Under the Internal Revenue Code, all section 501(c)(3) organizations are absolutely prohibited
from directly or indirectly participating in, or mterve_nm#_m, any political campaign on behalf of
or in opposition to) any candidate for elective public office. Contributions to political campaign
unds or public statements of position (verbal or written) made on behalf of the organization in favor of
or in opposition to any candidate for public office clearly violate the Iproh/b/tlon against political
campaign activity. Violating this prohibition may result in denial or revocation of tax-exempt

status and the imposition of certain excise taxes.

Certain activities or expenditures may not be prohibited depending on the facts and
circumstances. For example, certain voter education activities (including presenting public forums
and publishing voter education g?,u:,des) conducted in a non-partisan manner do not constitute
prohibited political campaign aclivity. In addition, other activities intended to encourage people to
participate in the electoral process, such as voter registration and get-out-the-vote drives, would not

be prohibited political campaign activity if conducted in a non-partiSan manner.

On the other hand, voter education or registration activities with evidence of bias that (%)r would favor
one candidate over another; (b) oppose a candidate in some manner; or (c) have the effect of
favoring a candidate or group Of candidates, will constitute prohibited participation or intervention.”



Legal Considerations for

Nonprofits

501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations ARE allowed to
participate in voter registration efforts!

501(c)(3)s CAN

* Register voters

« Educate voters

« Engage candidates on
issues

» Get voters to the polls

As long as all efforts and
activities remain
NON-PARTISAN!

501(c)(3)s CANNOT

Make endorsements of any
political candidates.
Donate money, resources,
or time to any particular
candidate.

Any staff engaged in
partisan political activities
MUST do so without
representing the
organization, NEVER on
staff time, and NEVER
using 501(c)(3) resources.



Legal Considerations for
Nonprofits — Permissible
Activities

ISSUE ADVOCACY CANDIDATE EDUCATION

Advocating for organization’s issues Helping candidates understand the
during election year importance of your issues

VOTER EDUCATION

Educating voters in a non-partisan way
about candidates

VOTER ENGAGEMENT

Registering voters, getting out the vote




Legal Considerations for
Nonprofits — Issue Advocacy

Nonprofits ARE allowed to advocate for particular issues
“Including those that divide candidates in an election”.

* Focus on issues, not
candidates

 Helpful to have a track record
of advocacy on the issue

P =
St exema sy lote for
avance Conversaton on jssue Housing

specific election discussions

* All the facts and circumstances
are important




Legal Considerations for
Nonprofits — Ballot Measures

Nonprofits CAN advocate for or against
ballot measures!

* IRS does not view this advocacy on
ballot measures as an electioneering

VOTE JUNE 5TH activity

= « Organizations may express their view
on a measure.

* Organizations can present the effects
of a yes or no vote and who supports
each side.

. Activit¥ must stay within the limits of
normal nonprofit lobbying activity.

* More information on nonprofit lobbying
limits can be found at:
https://bit.ly/2uoNb7C; and
ntips://bit.ly/2uicpVr

Our Defense
Against Eviction




Legal Considerations for
Nonprofits — Candidate
Education

ﬁgusmg, :
Neighborhoods, o Offer to all candidates
and Opportunity:

o O e 0 UUse only what is already
gathered

* Only create new information if
organization has reason to do
SO




Legal Considerations for
Nonprofits — Voter Education

Ken Anderson
ChooseKen.com
ken@chooseken.com
(435) 635-0528
Democratic

1. Several polls have indicated education is the number one issue of Utah's constituents. What would you propose to raise Utah out
of our current ranking of 51st in the nation as far as per pupil spending and classroom size.

Actually Utah's ranking is lower than Puerto Rico. Samoa and D.C. !!! Demand a State public audit of Sitla that is a non-
transparent State agency wasting and hiding untold millions of § that are earmarked for improving Utah's education system.
Elect new members of the Legislature (House and Senate) including me for House seat 71 that commit to support better
education at all levels and eliminate the waste and graft. Encourage all High School Principles to set up voter registration
programs for all Seniors !!!

2. Utah has a well-known air quality problem. What is the single most important thing the legislature can do to improve air quality?

Pass legislation that gives real dollar incentives for every Utah community to Master Plan for the Future along the lines of

L]
Vision Dixie. This is a very forward looking program that many of the Southern Utah communities have voted to follow but "
have largely ignored in practice. l l e S tI O n S
3. Without ding Medi Utah, a signifi will go without the coverage required to receive adequate q

* No pledges
* Broad range of issues
 Disclaimers can be helpful




Legal Considerations for
Nonprofits — Voter Registration
and GOTV

. 1[\10 suggestion of who to vote
or

* No suggestion of which party
to register with

* Voter registration service
available to all eligible
iIndividuals

* Get Out The Vote (GOTYV)
focusing using nonpartisan
criteria




Legal Considerations for
Federally Funded
Organizations

Public Housing Authorities (PHAs) CAN participate
in voter registration activities!

 PHAs can provide registration i

materials as we]IcI as help residents fill ‘
out registration forms. REGISTE
contain information about registration - TO VOTE

« PHA newsletters can and should
and voting.

« Public housing buildings can display HERE

registration information in common
areas such as bulletin boards near
elevators or in community rooms,
etc.



Legal Considerations for
Federally Funded
Organizations

Federal Funds Do Place Restrictions on Certain
Organizations:

« Staff who are paid through AmeriCorps or HeadStart
funding cannot participate in voter registration activities.

« Legal Services groups cannot participate in any election
activity, even if nonpartisan.

» Recipients of Community Services Block Grant funding can
participate in voter registration and engagement, but CSBG
funds cannot be used.

« More information on federal funds and voter registration
restrictions can be found at: http://bit.ly/1InQxh7










Voter Engagement Legal
Tools

Nonprofit VOTE - www.nonprofitvote.org

« Nonprofit Voter En%:gement Guide -
https //bit.ly/2uoNDb

*{ Nonprofit VOTE

\ Alliance for Justice - https://www.afj.org/

ALLIANC JFcﬁSTICE  Bolder Advocacy Initiative -
https://www.bolderadvocacy.org/




Voter Engagement Tools

Our Homes, Our Votes:

A Guide to Voter Engagement
Activities for Nonprofit Housing

e

Providers and Resident Organizations

ur Homea, Our Viotes Ia NUHC's effort
e_:pmd)v:fralmemwk

dedicated to i housing. This

guide ia dnwed to hdp you through the steps

of phmlng your agency’h voter engagement
‘r‘hese materlals oﬂhl resources hr

nd nted In the civi
undemeprese pea In the civic process.
Beyond thia guide, NUIHC will offer tralnings
and additional tools thraugh the 2018
election. Be sure to visit
for the most
announcements.
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know how to get to "--..,,
the polla on Election
Day.
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that low income votera 5
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people with Incomes

over $100,000 were registered to vote in
2016 and 74% voted, Just &0% of people with

atepa you heed 1o |

and voter protection without uvenlﬂng your
staff or rescurces, while staying within legel
uidelinea for nan) Our plan ta s
rgnnnu uimlan;r ymrgmrlpmmm
Your orpnhlbn may or may not be able to
undertake all of the suggested activities; plan
n.md]hgw avallable resources. Hf thia bywr
ISt orer
think long-term. Itumlu best to mmﬁ
and bulld your project ovar saveral election
cyclea.

Thhvumrenglpemmt#m pmvldn aII sfﬂn

Please let ua know I you are conducting a voter
engagement effort so that we can de
asslatance, connect you with helpful

below $20, mom reglstered, and
only 38% actually voted. {U.S. Census Bureau.
Voting and Registration In the Election of
November 2016 May 2017.)

le in low income communities face several
challengea to voting such as less-flexkble work
schedules that may not allow dme off to vote;
more difficulty cbiaining legel identification;
transportation Impediments that may make
geming o the polls more difficult; ond, a
greater Ikelihood of misinformation about
1halr rights u\man. Pnpln a:p-rl-n:fngof

& natural dhmer may face espedally tough
barriers to voting.

and spotlight your election-related work an our
blog or In other NUHC publicatons such ea
Tenant Jalk. Call NLIHC's Fleld Team at 202-
642-1530, or emall us et outreach@nlh

Nonprofit org which beneftt from
dose tes with thelr members, are 2 natural fit
In helping paaple ovarcome these challengea.
Nonprofits that mplemenud voter

WHY ENGAGE IN ELECTION WORK?
l.lwng houslng on the national agenda will
only when candidates for elected office
nd that the lssue of affordable housing
ia lmpurum to voters. At the same time, It ls
wital that low income voters: understand how
the declslons made by federal elected offidals

Identified several

benefits of dnlng 20!

* Realdents engage In civic Iife and leam how
dechilons of elected officials affect thelr
I'vea.

@ The Issue of homelesaness and housing
acarcity ls elevated in public debate.

* Elected officlals become educated on low

https://bit.ly/2NbgSAO

2018 Our Homes, Our Votes i:‘
Engagement Plan Sl

NATIONAL
HOUSING COALTION

lath p-n&rywrmnwmllhdpw L
hmhﬂb and 1 URzee.
|nhonmhyuurlgnnmwﬁ.ﬁuphnhmpluhpml -..__
manu of activities that your orgenization may want to consider. "n-

Ploass ot NLIHC know you ars participatingl Conzact NLIHC's Fleld Teem st 202- nﬂ h

842-1530 or outrsach@nfihc.om with 3 description of your project.

HHTIEME VOTEIHZED?
md!-dmﬁlupp;ww Mwmwcmmmvr OUR HOMESI

Q Engage aidwrta in civic participation and help them bacome familar with OUR VOTES
how decisions of slscted officials affect thair lives.

Q Elevate the Issue of homelessnass and houaing scarcity In public debate,

Q Cducate alectsd officiuls on low income housing imsuss and on haw thair dedisions affact residents.
a

Q

Builld Influentis| relstionships with elactad officials, Help develop rasiiants’ leadership sidlls.
Assist rsaiders in masting community servics requirements, if spplicable. Eam positive press for your
program or project.
Q Other:
LEGALLY SPEAKING
ﬂlimw"m-ﬂlhujd,cw Tn nonpartisan elsction-related activhy, Including votar
501(ci3)s connot In any wey support o oppose particuler candicetes.
For detalled lnfummlm on thess issuss:

Q Contact the Office of the Secrwtary of State or Board of Elections in your state to jearn your state’s rules
for voter registration drives.

Q Tekealookatthe | Activitiss Checklst p hndurby or m-:mmnmm.
2/04/nored ot g y

*;lﬂudmdmu. ¥ Veting & p d by Nonproftt VOTE et: hutpi/Amewnonprofitors.
fivoting-slections-cnlined /201011 franprofity ot ng-snd-elections. o,

REGISTERING VOTERS

Setting Goals for Reglstering Voters

A, What percantage of your clients will you register? What rumber?.
B. Wil your agency aleo register other low Incame members of the community, beyond thoss served by your

P

€. How many weeks do you heve until the deadiine to register votersT
D, How many paople must you reglster on average par wesk to meet your goal?
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https://bit.ly/2mijcgNI




Our Home, Our Votes
Website

WEBINARS ~ TOOLS  TAKE ACTION

ABOUT  HS6. & BALLOTS ~ NEWS

OUR HOMES, OUR VOTES

LR LR CANDIDATE ENGAGEMENT

VOTER EDUCATION

Expanding the poal of eligible [ BRI e
voters in law inceme information they need about
communities and subsidized [ Rtk Sk
ropertion candidates are engaged about
propel housing affordability issues.

VOTER REGISTRATION




Other Organizations to
Know About

BRENNAN CENTER National

FOR. JUSTIC E, i " Coalition
+ Homeless
www.brennancenter.orq http://nationalhomeless.org/campaigns/voting/

FAIR ELECTIONS VA TE4 1 .ore:
LEGAL NETWORK ELECTION INFORMATION YOU NEED

www.fairelectionsnetwork.com http://www.vote411.orqg/




Upcoming Webinars

Tuesday, July 24 Building the Base: Voter Registration of Low Income Renters
and Their Allies

Tuesday July 31 The Importance of Voter Lists! A Key Tool for Successful
Mobilization

Tuesday, August 7 An Informed Debate: Effectively Engaging Candidates while
Remaining Non-Partisan

Tuesday, August  “l Vote for More Affordable Homes!” Educating Voters Before
14 Election Day

Tuesday, August  Voter Mobilization: Getting Out the Vote

21

All Webinars begin at 3:00pm ET
For more information, please visit https://bit.ly/2KooyTi




It’s never been easy.

/\

BN \ATIONAL LOW INCOME JOIN TODAY
® . HOUSING COALITION O WWW.NLIHC.ORG/MEMBERSHIP




Contact Us

Diane Yentel Shyaam Subramanian
President and CEO Southern California Counsel
National Low Income Housing Alliance for Justice

Coalition shyaam.subramanian@afj.org
dyentel@nlihc.org Twitter: @ShyaamAFJ

Twitter: @dianeyentel

Justin Godard

Housing Advocacy Organizer
National Low Income Housing Coalition
jgodard@nlihc.org

Twitter: @runnersfour1




