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General Logistics

• We will allow for time at the end of today’s webinar 
for questions. If you have a question, please use the 
Q&A box in your webinar browser.

• We will provide access to both a video recording and 
a copy of today’s slides to all participants following 
the webinar.

• If you are experiencing any technical difficulties, 
please send an email to Trey Walk at 
outreachintern@nlihc.org
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Agenda

• Introduction to Our Homes, Our Votes Project

• The Challenge of Voter Suppression

• Restrictions and Legal Considerations for 501(c)(3) 
Organizations

• Question and Answer

• Additional Resources



INTRODUCTION



Our Homes, Our Votes

Our Homes, Our Votes is NLIHC’s voter engagement effort 
focusing on increasing voter registration and turnout amongst 
low income renters and advocates. 



Why Should Housing 
Organizations Care About 
Elections?

• Policymakers care most about voters.
• Housing advocates and service providers are uniquely 

positioned to provide a voice for renters and low-income 
households. 

• When low income renters lack a strong presence at the 
polls, it leads to unfavorable housing policy decisions.



Reported Voting by Renters 
Compared to Homeowners



Reported Voting by Income



VOTER SUPPRESSION



Voter Suppression

Voter Suppression refers to legislative efforts and policies aimed at 
restricting access to voting in order to make it more difficult for certain 
group of people to vote.





What Does Voter 
Suppression Look Like?

What are some examples?

• Voter ID Laws

• Targeting Specific Communities with Misinformation

• Efforts to Curtail Early and Absentee Voting Opportunities

• Reducing or Relocating Polling Places

• “Voter Caging” (challenging registration status at the polls)

Who is targeted?

• Low income people

• Members of racial or ethnic minorities 

• Students

• Senior citizens 

• Persons with disabilities

• Significant overlap with our constituents!



CONSIDERATIONS FOR 501(C)(3) 
ORGANIZATIONS



Alliance for Justice –
Bolder Advocacy

• Free technical assistance: advocacy@afj.org or 
1-866-NP-LOBBY

• For factsheets and in-depth publications, visit 
www.bolderadvocacy.org



Legal Considerations for 
Nonprofits

“Under the Internal Revenue Code, all section 501(c)(3) organizations are absolutely prohibited 
from directly or indirectly participating in, or intervening in, any political campaign on behalf of 
(or in opposition to) any candidate for elective public office. Contributions to political campaign 
funds or public statements of position (verbal or written) made on behalf of the organization in favor of 
or in opposition to any candidate for public office clearly violate the prohibition against political 
campaign activity.  Violating this prohibition may result in denial or revocation of tax-exempt 
status and the imposition of certain excise taxes.

Certain activities or expenditures may not be prohibited depending on the facts and 
circumstances.  For example, certain voter education activities (including presenting public forums 
and publishing voter education guides) conducted in a non-partisan manner do not constitute 
prohibited political campaign activity. In addition, other activities intended to encourage people to 
participate in the electoral process, such as voter registration and get-out-the-vote drives, would not 
be prohibited political campaign activity if conducted in a non-partisan manner.

On the other hand, voter education or registration activities with evidence of bias that (a) would favor 
one candidate over another; (b) oppose a candidate in some manner; or (c) have the effect of 
favoring a candidate or group of candidates, will constitute prohibited participation or intervention.”



Legal Considerations for 
Nonprofits

501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations ARE allowed to 
participate in voter registration efforts!

501(c)(3)s CAN 

• Register voters
• Educate voters 
• Engage candidates on 

issues
• Get voters to the polls

As long as all efforts and 
activities remain 
NON-PARTISAN!

501(c)(3)s CANNOT

• Make endorsements of any 
political candidates.

• Donate money, resources, 
or time to any particular 
candidate. 

• Any staff engaged in 
partisan political activities 
MUST do so without 
representing the 
organization, NEVER on 
staff time, and NEVER 
using 501(c)(3) resources.



Legal Considerations for 
Nonprofits – Permissible 
Activities

ISSUE ADVOCACY 
Advocating for organization’s issues 

during election year 

CANDIDATE EDUCATION
Helping candidates understand the 

importance of your issues

VOTER EDUCATION 
Educating voters in a non-partisan way 

about candidates

VOTER ENGAGEMENT
Registering voters, getting out the vote



Legal Considerations for 
Nonprofits – Issue Advocacy

• Focus on issues, not 
candidates

• Helpful to have a track record 
of advocacy on the issue

• Use specific external events 
outside of the election to 
advance conversation on issue 
while remaining outside of 
specific election discussions

• All the facts and circumstances 
are important

Nonprofits ARE allowed to advocate for particular issues 
“Including those that divide candidates in an election”.



Legal Considerations for 
Nonprofits – Ballot Measures

• IRS does not view this advocacy on 
ballot measures as an electioneering 
activity

• Organizations may express their view 
on a measure.

• Organizations can present the effects 
of a yes or no vote and who supports 
each side.

• Activity must stay within the limits of 
normal nonprofit lobbying activity.

• More information on nonprofit lobbying 
limits can be found at: 
https://bit.ly/2uoNb7C; and 
https://bit.ly/2ui8pVr

Nonprofits CAN advocate for or against 
ballot measures!



Legal Considerations for 
Nonprofits – Candidate 
Education

• Offer to all candidates

• Use only what is already 
gathered

• Only create new information if 
organization has reason to do 
so



Legal Considerations for 
Nonprofits – Voter Education

• Questionnaires & Forums

• Unbiased and open-ended 
questions

• No pledges

• Broad range of issues

• Disclaimers can be helpful



Legal Considerations for 
Nonprofits – Voter Registration 
and GOTV

• No suggestion of who to vote 
for 

• No suggestion of which party 
to register with

• Voter registration service 
available to all eligible 
individuals

• Get Out The Vote (GOTV) 
focusing using nonpartisan 
criteria



Legal Considerations for 
Federally Funded 
Organizations

• PHAs can provide registration 
materials as well as help residents fill 
out registration forms. 

• PHA newsletters can and should 
contain information about registration 
and voting.

• Public housing buildings can display 
registration information in common 
areas such as bulletin boards near 
elevators or in community rooms, 
etc.

Public Housing Authorities (PHAs) CAN participate 
in voter registration activities!



Legal Considerations for 
Federally Funded 
Organizations

Federal Funds Do Place Restrictions on Certain 
Organizations: 

• Staff who are paid through AmeriCorps or HeadStart
funding cannot participate in voter registration activities.

• Legal Services groups cannot participate in any election 
activity, even if nonpartisan.

• Recipients of Community Services Block Grant funding can 
participate in voter registration and engagement, but CSBG 
funds cannot be used.

• More information on federal funds and voter registration 
restrictions can be found at: http://bit.ly/1lnQxh7



Questions?



Additional Resources



Voter Engagement Legal 
Tools

Nonprofit VOTE - www.nonprofitvote.org
• Nonprofit Voter Engagement Guide -

https://bit.ly/2uoNb7C

Alliance for Justice - https://www.afj.org/
• Bolder Advocacy Initiative -

https://www.bolderadvocacy.org/



Voter Engagement Tools

https://bit.ly/2NbgSAO https://bit.ly/2mjcgNI



Our Home, Our Votes 
Website



Other Organizations to 
Know About

www.brennancenter.org

www.fairelectionsnetwork.com http://www.vote411.org/

http://nationalhomeless.org/campaigns/voting/



Upcoming Webinars

Tuesday, July 24 Building the Base: Voter Registration of Low Income Renters 
and Their Allies

Tuesday July 31 The Importance of Voter Lists! A Key Tool for Successful 
Mobilization

Tuesday, August 7 An Informed Debate: Effectively Engaging Candidates while 
Remaining Non-Partisan

Tuesday, August 
14

“I Vote for More Affordable Homes!” Educating Voters Before 
Election Day

Tuesday, August 
21

Voter Mobilization: Getting Out the Vote

All Webinars begin at 3:00pm ET
For more information, please visit hƩps://bit.ly/2KooyTi       



Our Members Are Our Strength

Please become an NLIHC Member at:
www.NLIHC.org/membership
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President and CEO
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Coalition 
dyentel@nlihc.org
Twitter: @dianeyentel

Justin Godard
Housing Advocacy Organizer
National Low Income Housing Coalition 
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