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Overview

1. Introduction to the Voterization Project and the Issue of Voter 
Suppression

2. Restrictions and Considerations for 501(c)(3) Organizations
3. Overview of NLIHC’s 2014 Voterization Plan
4. Best Practices in Voter Registration Drives
5. Survey of Additional Resources
6. Q&A
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What is Voterization?

Voterization is a term that encompasses the three part 
process of effective voter engagement:

1. Registration
2. Education
3. Mobilization
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As housing advocates, why should we care 
about Voterization?
• The Voterization Project is a direct response to the issue of low 

turnout amongst our constituents.
• If our constituents do not vote, then their needs and concerns will 

not be reflected in the composition of elected bodies.
• Put simply, low turnout amongst our constituents is not conducive to 

a favorable housing policy environment. Their needs will not be 
addressed.  

www.nlihc.org/VOTE



Who exactly are our constituents?

• Predominantly renters and lower income. 
• The percentage of renters voting in presidential elections increased 

from 42% in 1996 to 52% in 2008. This is still far below the voter rate 
among homeowners of 68% in 2008.

• In 2012, turnout was 62% for voters earning less than $55,000, 
compared to 77% for voters making over $75,000.

• For the 2010 midterm election it was a 40/60 split.
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Voter Suppression

• Historically, our constituents tend to have lower turnout.
• On top of that, there are now concerted efforts to suppress the votes 

of specific groups of people.
• Collectively, these efforts are known as “voter suppression.”
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Voter Suppression
• What are some examples?

• Voter ID Laws
• Targeting Specific Communities with Misinformation
• Efforts to Curtail Early and Absentee Voting Opportunities
• Reducing or Relocating Polling Places
• “Voter Caging” (challenging registration status at the polls)

• Who is targeted?
• Low income people
• Members of racial or ethnic minorities 
• Students
• Senior citizens 
• Persons with disabilities
• Significant overlap with our constituents!
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Context

• Low turnout and intentional efforts to suppress the votes of our 
constituents are the context for the Voterization Project.

• Today, we are specifically going to focus on the first component of 
Voterization: Registration.
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Nonprofit Organizations and Voting
• 501(c)(3) organizations ARE allowed to participate in voter registration 

efforts.
• Direct service providers can and should register clients at intake processing, events, 

or meetings.
• All voter registration activities MUST be nonpartisan.

• Voter registration efforts cannot be coordinated with any campaign or political party.
• Staff and volunteers must register anyone interested, and not just people with certain party 

affiliations.
• Organizational staff time, facilities, and resources cannot be used to support any candidate, 

campaign, or political party.

• Staff, volunteers, and board members can participate in partisan political 
activities, but cannot be representing the organization when doing so.

• Staff who do volunteer work or organizing for campaigns and candidates should use 
vacation or sick leave during any activities taking place during business hours.
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Federally Funded Organizations and Voter 
Registration
• Public Housing Authorities (PHAs) CAN participate in voter registration 

activities.
• PHAs can provide materials for voter registration and can help residents fill out 

registration forms.
• Certain federal funds do restrict voter registration activities.

• Staff who are paid through AmeriCorps or HeadStart funding cannot participate in 
voter registration activities.

• Legal Services groups cannot participate in any election activity, even if nonpartisan.
• Recipients of Community Services Block Grant funding can participate in voter 

registration, but CSBG funds cannot be used.
• More information on federal funds and voter registration restrictions can be found 

at: http://bit.ly/1lnQxh7

WWW.NLIHC.ORG
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NLIHC Tools
• The Voterization Plan is a step-by-step 

model for launching a campaign to 
register, educate, and mobilize voters.

• The Voterization Narrative is a 
companion piece to explain steps in 
the Voterization process. 

• NLIHC’s Field Team!
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Getting Started—Goals and Roles
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Getting Ready—Know the Law!
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Register 
Voters!
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Make it Count—Keep a Good List!
• Keeping a voter list on hand can help with updating addresses for people who have moved, and can be 

used to verify who is already registered.
• Developing a list of new registrants is essential. This list can be used for Get Out the Vote efforts and follow 

up for voter education activities.
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Best Practices for a Successful Voter Registration Drives
Get to Know Local Election Officials

• Registration forms, processes, and timelines will be coordinated by local 
authorities.

• Local authorities will give the best information on required training voter 
registration volunteers.

Build a Coalition
• Involve other organizations in your community or neighborhood to pool 

resources, volunteers, and facilities.
• Prevent overlapping registration efforts.
• Participate in organized events like National Voter Registration Day, 

September 23, 2014
• More information on National Voter Registration Day: 

http://nationalvoterregistrationday.org
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Best Practices (continued)
Recruit volunteers

• Use voter registration as an opportunity to get more community involved 
in organizational activities. Registration efforts can be a great way to 
recruit new volunteers and a great activity for interns.

• Assign specific roles such as building captains or canvass captains to make 
volunteers feel ownership over the project.

Publicize Your Efforts
• Make it clear to any community member entering your office that they 

can register to vote. Have registration forms easily available. 
• Use your website, blog, Twitter account, and other social media to make 

sure people know where to register to vote.
• Make registration materials available at all events, meetings, and facilities.

www.nlihc.org/VOTE



Common Issues
Homeless Voters

• Various court decisions have affirmed that homeless people cannot be denied voting rights 
simply for not having an address.

• Homeless people can use a shelter or a park as an address when registering, though state laws 
proving residency vary widely.

Voter Apathy
• Non-voters are often concerned that nothing will change because they vote. Registration staff 

and volunteers should be trained to connect housing and neighborhood policy issues to the lives 
the voter. Making this connection can be key get someone interested.

• Point out that registering to vote does not require a person to vote, but just provides the option. 

Felon Voters
• In most states, voters with prior felony convictions can legally register as long as the parole or 

probation periods of the sentence have been completed.
• This varies by state. To find out the rules in your state, see this map from the ACLU: 

http://bit.ly/1u5i2jm
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Additional Voter Registration Resources

• Beyond our 2014 Voterization Plan, there are some other 
great resources for voter registration.

1. Fair Elections Legal Network’s (FELN) State-By-State Resources 
2. Florida Housing Search
3. Online Voter Registration Tools
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FELN’s State-By-State Material

• FELN offers an extensive array of state-specific and issue-specific 
resources on its website.

• http://www.fairelectionsnetwork.com/
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Florida Housing Search

• FloridaHousingSearch.org provides a database of affordable 
housing developments in FL that can be used to scout 
locations for voter engagement work, but that’s not its actual 
function.

• You might try finding or creating something similar in your 
own state. Or generally, you can also try to work with your 
PHA.
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Online Voter Registration Tools

• Many states have online voter registration that allows residents to 
forego any paperwork, postage, or travel.

• This is a great option for people with mobility issues.
• If you live in one of these states, you might consider putting together 

an online registration campaign as part of your Voterization Plan.
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States with Online Voter Registration

• AZ, CA, CO, CT, DE, GA, IN, KS, LA, MD, MN, NV, OR, SC, UT, 
VA, and WA.

• Visit the webpage with links for all states: 
http://rtvote.com/1hPrtkp
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Nonprofit Vote’s Voter Registration Tool

• Regardless of whether your state has online voter registration, you can use 
Nonprofit Vote’s Voter Registration Tool at: http://bit.ly/1kPu6BW

• It’s a widget that you can install on your website that allows users to 
complete a state-specific voter registration form without leaving your 
webpage. They can then print the form and mail it.

www.nlihc.org/VOTE

http://bit.ly/1kPu6BW


























More Voterization Webinars to come!
Educating Voters on Housing Issues

• Thursday, July 24, 2014 at 2:00 pm ET
• Learn about providing voter guides, producing candidate questionnaires, 

and making the election speak to your issues.

Mobilization—Getting Out the Vote!
• Monday, September 8, 2014 at 2:00 pm ET
• Ensure that low income voters get to the polls!
• Effective strategies for organizing on election day, coordinating rides to the 

polls, and encouraging early voting.
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Thank You for Joining Us!
For more information about Voterization, 

or to find out how you can get involved, please contact:

Dan Emmanuel, 202-507-7470, dan@nlihc.org
Joseph Lindstrom, 202-507-7441, joseph@nlihc.org

Mary Kolar, 202-507-7452, mary@nlihc.org
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