
Maine

Monthly Rent Affordable to Selected Income Levels 
Compared with Two-Bedroom FMR

In Maine, the Fair Market Rent (FMR) for a two-bedroom apartment is $785.  In order to afford this level of rent and 
utilities – without paying more than 30% of income on housing – a household must earn $2,618 monthly or $31,413 
annually.  Assuming a 40-hour work week, 52 weeks per year, this level of income translates into a Housing Wage of:

In Maine, a minimum wage worker earns an hourly wage of $7.50.  In order to afford the FMR for a two-bedroom 
apartment, a minimum wage earner must work 81 hours per week, 52 weeks per year.  Or a household must include 
2.0 minimum wage earners working 40 hours per week year-round in order to make the two-bedroom FMR affordable.

In Maine, the estimated mean (average) wage for a renter is $9.82.  In order to afford the FMR for a two-bedroom 
apartment at this wage, a renter must work 62 hours per week, 52 weeks per year.  Or, working 40 hours per week 
year-round, a household must include 1.5 workers earning the mean renter wage in order to make the two-bedroom 
FMR affordable.
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Maine RENTER HOUSEHOLDS
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Maine $1,546$785 $31,413 27%$15.10 $9.82 1.5$510$464 148,1902.0 $61,859 $18,558

Metropolitan Areas

Bangor HMFA 13,565$62,800 $471$1,570$31,040 36%$14.92 $9.102.0 1.6$473$776 $18,840

Cumberland County HMFA 4,675$67,100 $503$1,678$34,560 24%$16.62 $11.372.2 1.5$591$864 $20,130

Lewiston-Auburn MSA 14,117$57,600 $432$1,440$29,080 32%$13.98 $9.531.9 1.5$496$727 $17,280

Penobscot County HMFA 4,781$49,600 $372$1,240$23,360 19%$11.23 $9.101.5 1.2$473$584 $14,880

Portland HMFA 34,700$73,300 $550$1,833$39,400 32%$18.94 $11.282.5 1.7$587$985 $21,990

Sagadahoc County HMFA 3,459$69,900 $524$1,748$31,880 23%$15.33 $9.442.0 1.6$491$797 $20,970

York County HMFA 13,523$67,900 $509$1,698$33,040 26%$15.88 $9.702.1 1.6$505$826 $20,370

York-Kittery-South Berwick HMFA 3,672$77,000 $578$1,925$40,160 21%$19.31 $9.702.6 2.0$505$1,004 $23,100

$664 $26,546 24%$12.76 $8.781.7 1.5$457Combined Nonmetro Areas $55,086 $1,377 $16,526 $413 55,698

Counties

Aroostook County 8,556$48,600 $365$1,215$584 $23,360 28%$14,580$11.23 $7.761.5 1.4$404

Franklin County 3,163$52,300 $392$1,308$613 $24,520 25%$15,690$11.79 $7.971.6 1.5$415

Hancock County 5,596$64,500 $484$1,613$735 $29,400 24%$19,350$14.13 $9.491.9 1.5$493

Kennebec County 14,025$61,100 $458$1,528$679 $27,160 28%$18,330$13.06 $9.041.7 1.4$470

Knox County 3,775$58,300 $437$1,458$775 $31,000 22%$17,490$14.90 $8.552.0 1.7$445

Lincoln County 2,204$63,200 $474$1,580$781 $31,240 14%$18,960$15.02 $10.122.0 1.5$526

Oxford County 4,861$51,800 $389$1,295$664 $26,560 21%$15,540$12.77 $9.191.7 1.4$478

Piscataquis County 1,775$47,700 $358$1,193$630 $25,200 22%$14,310$12.12 $6.701.6 1.8$348

Somerset County 5,026$46,800 $351$1,170$621 $24,840 23%$14,040$11.94 $9.021.6 1.3$469

Waldo County 3,337$53,300 $400$1,333$663 $26,520 21%$15,990$12.75 $8.961.7 1.4$466

Washington County 3,380$46,300 $347$1,158$611 $24,440 24%$13,890$11.75 $8.231.6 1.4$428

3: "Affordable" rents represent the generally accepted standard of spending not more than 30% of gross income on gross housing costs
1: FMR = Fiscal Year 2012 Fair Market Rent (HUD, 2011).  2: AMI = Fiscal Year 2012 Area Median Income (HUD, 2011).

4: The federal standard for extremely low income households. Does not include HUD-specific adjustments.  

National Low Income Housing Coalition | www.nlihc.org | Out of Reach 2012



This information is provided for New England states only, because only in these states do FMR and metropolitan areas include portions of counties, rather than entire counties. 
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Towns within Maine FMR Areas 
 
Bangor, ME HMFA 

Penobscot County 
Bangor city, Brewer city, Eddington town, Glenburn town, 
Hampden town, Hermon town, Holden town, Kenduskeag town, 
Milford town, Old Town city, Orono town, Orrington town, 
Penobscot Indian Island Reservation, Veazie town 

 
Cumberland County, ME (part) HMFA 

Cumberland County 
Baldwin town, Bridgton town, Brunswick town, Harpswell town, 
Harrison town, Naples town, New Gloucester town, Pownal town, 
Sebago town 

 
Lewiston-Auburn, ME MSA 

Androscoggin County 
Auburn city, Durham town, Greene town, Leeds town, Lewiston 
city, Lisbon town, Livermore Falls town, Livermore town, 
Mechanic Falls town, Minot town, Poland town, Sabattus town, 
Turner town, Wales town 

 
Penobscot County, ME (part) HMFA 

Penobscot County 
Alton town, Argyle UT, Bradford town, Bradley town, Burlington 
town, Carmel town, Carroll plantation, Charleston town, Chester 
town, Clifton town, Corinna town, Corinth town, Dexter town, 
Dixmont town, Drew plantation, East Central Penobscot UT, East 
Millinocket town, Edinburg town, Enfield town, Etna town, 
Exeter town, Garland town, Greenbush town, Howland town, 
Hudson town, Kingman UT, Lagrange town, Lakeville town, Lee 
town, Levant town, Lincoln town, Lowell town, Mattawamkeag 
town, Maxfield town, Medway town, Millinocke town, Mount 
Chase town, Newburgh town, Newport town, North Penobscot 
UT, Passadumkeag town, Patten town, Plymouth town, Prentiss 
UT, Seboeis plantation, Springfield town, Stacyville town, Stetson 
town, Twombly UT, Webster plantation, Whitney UT, Winn town, 
Woodville town 

 
 
Portland, ME HMFA 

Cumberland County 
Cape Elizabeth town, Casco town, Cumberland town, Falmouth 
town, 
Freeport town, Frye Island town, Gorham town, Gray town, Long 
Island town, North Yarmouth town, Portland city, Raymond 
town, Scarborough town, South Portland city, Standish town, 
Westbrook city, Windham town, Yarmouth town 

 
York County 
Buxton town, Hollis town, Limington town, Old Orchard Beach 
town 

 
Sagadahoc County, ME HMFA 

Sagadahoc County 
Arrowsic town, Bath city, Bowdoin town, Bowdoinham town, 
Georgetown town, Perkins UT, Phippsburg town, Richmond 
town, Topsham town, West Bath town, Woolwich town 

 
York County, ME (part) HMFA 

York County 
Acton town, Alfred town, Arundel town, Biddeford city, Cornish 
town, Dayton town, Kennebunk town, Kennebunkport town, 
Lebanon town, Limerick town, Lyman town, Newfield town, 
North Berwick town, Ogunquit town, Parsonsfield town, Saco 
city, Sanford town, Shapleigh town, Waterboro town, Wells town 

 
York-Kittery-South Berwick, ME HMFA 

York County 
Berwick town, Eliot town, Kittery town, South Berwick town, 
York town 
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