
©2025 National Low Income Housing Coalition // www.nlihc.org/oor

17 OF THE 25 MOST COMMON OCCUPATIONS IN THE UNITED STATES  
PAY MEDIAN WAGES LESS THAN THE ONE- AND  

TWO-BEDROOM HOUSING WAGES

-

Two-Bedroom Housing Wage

Sales Representatives, Services

One-Bedroom Housing Wage

Counselors, Social Workers, and Other Community and Social Service Specialists

Construction Trades Workers

Other Installation, Maintenance, and Repair Occupations

Health Technologists and Technicians

Motor Vehicle Operators

Material Recording, Scheduling, Dispatching, and Distributing Workers

Secretaries and Administrative Assistants

Financial Clerks

Other Production Occupations

Other Office and Administrative Support Workers

Information and Record Clerks

Material Moving Workers

Home Health and Personal Care Aides; and Nursing Assistants, 
Orderlies, and Psychiatric Aides

Building Cleaning and Pest Control Workers

Cooks and Food Preparation Workers

Retail Sales Workers

Food and Beverage Serving Workers

$33.63

$31.42

$28.17

$28.13

$27.64

$26.81

$26.55

$23.81

$23.53

$23.22

$23.17

$22.49

$21.54

$20.35

$18.76

$17.59

$17.49

$17.34

$16.49

$15.40

Source: NLIHC calculation of weighted-average HUD Fair Market Rent. Occupational wages from May 2024 BLS Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics, adjusted to 2025 dollars.
Note: The BLS Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics excluded Colorado in 2024 due to data quality issues.


