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Screening Policies for People 
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Tour, Sign-On, & Toolkit 

•Kayla Gilchrist & Jennifer 
Cossyleon, Community Change
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•Cathy Alderman, Colorado 
Coalition for the Homeless 

•Joanna Carr, Arizona Housing 
Coalition 

Policy & Advocacy Update 

•Sarah Saadian, NLIHC

•Brooke Schipporeit, NLIHC 
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Welcome

Sarah Saadian

Senior Vice President for Public Policy & Field 

Organizing 

National Low Income Housing Coalition

ssaadian@nlihc.org

mailto:ssaadian@nlihc.org


New Report: State HFA Screening 
Policies for People with Conviction Histories 

John Bae 

Program Manager, 

Opening Doors to Housing Initiative 

Vera Institute of Justice
jbae@vera.org

mailto:jbae@vera.org


I n c r e a s i n g  A f f o r d a b l e  H o u s i n g  A c c e s s  f o r  

P e o p l e  w i t h  C o n v i c t i o n  H i s t o r i e s

J o h n  B a e ,  O p e n i n g  D o o r s  I n i t i a t i v e

A p r i l  2 4 ,  2 0 2 3



Vera’s vision, mission, and focus

Vision
Safe, healthy, empowered communities and a 

fair, accountable justice system.

End criminalization 

of people of color 

and immigrant 

communities

Mission
To end the overcriminalization and mass 

incarceration of people of color, immigrants, 

and people experiencing poverty.

Minimize the 

footprint of jails, 

prisons, and 

detention centers

Center dignity and 

minimize the harms 

of justice and 

immigration systems

Blueprint 

accountable 

Institutions that 

move resources to 

communities

S T R A T E G I C  A R E A S  O F  F O C U S

1. 2. 3. 4.



Housing is a Human Right 

A person’s conviction 

history should never 

be a barrier to 

housing.
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Housing for People with Conviction Histories

8

10x

203
per 10,000 people

Formerly incarcerated 

people are 10 times more 

likely to be unhoused.

The relationship between 

homelessness and 

incarceration is cyclical.



Opening Doors to Affordable Housing
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Opening Doors to Affordable 

Housing: The Low-Income Housing Tax 

Credit Program and People with 

Conviction Histories (2023)

Opening Doors webpage:

https://www.vera.org/investing-in-

communities/opening-doors-to-housing-

initiative

https://www.vera.org/investing-in-communities/opening-doors-to-housing-initiative
https://www.vera.org/investing-in-communities/opening-doors-to-housing-initiative
https://www.vera.org/investing-in-communities/opening-doors-to-housing-initiative


Key Findings
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• 11 states’ housing finance agencies have some guidance on the use 

of criminal backgrounds

• Seven states, agency guidelines and policies permit the use of 

conviction histories to deny people admission to housing

• 34 states and the District of Columbia have no guidance

• Six states have enacted legislation that sets parameters on housing 

access for people with conviction histories



Louisiana Housing Corporation (LHC)
Policies for Criminal Background Screening
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Tenant screening policies must achieve, “substantial, legitimate, nondiscriminatory 

interests.” The policy also stipulates that housing providers:

• may not consider arrests, charges that did not result in a conviction, and records 

from the juvenile legal system

• apply specified lookback periods for certain types of convictions (3 to 5 years)

• consider reasonable accommodations if conviction was related to a person’s 

disability

• must allow applicants to submit mitigating evidence for an individualized 

assessment



Ohio Housing Finance Agency (OHFA)
Policies for Criminal Background Screening
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OHFA requires all housing providers to 

submit tenant screening procedures for 

approval. OHFA policy:

• prohibits denials based on arrest 

records alone

• limits lookback periods to a 

“reasonable” period

• mandates individual assessments

• requires opportunities for applicants 

to provide mitigating evidence

OHFA also provides a model 

criminal background screening 

policy in its QAP, which considers 

only felony property offenses, 

major drug offenses, major violent 

offenses, and sex offenses from 

the last five years.

If the applicant has a covered 

conviction, an individual 

assessment must be conducted.



Grassroots Housing Justice Tour, 
Sign-On, & Toolkit 

Kayla Gilchrist

Organizer, Housing Justice

Community Change 
kgilchrist@communitychange.org

Jennifer Cossyleon

Senior Policy & Advocacy Manager

Community Change 

jcossyleon@communitychange.org

mailto:kgilchrist@communitychange.org
mailto:jcossyleon@communitychange.org


Field Updates 

Cathy Alderman

Chief Communications & Public Policy Officer

Colorado Coalition for the Homeless 

calderman@coloradocoalition.org

mailto:calderman@coloradocoalition.org


































Field Updates 

Joanna Carr

Interim Executive Director

Arizona Housing Coalition

joanna@azhousingcoalition.org

mailto:joanna@azhousingcoalition.org


Policy & Advocacy Updates 

Sarah Saadian

Senior Vice President for Public Policy & Field 

Organizing 

National Low Income Housing Coalition

ssaadian@nlihc.org

mailto:ssaadian@nlihc.org


Debt Ceiling & FY24 Budget 

Speaker McCarthy debt ceiling proposal: 

• Cap FY24 discretionary spending at FY22 levels → a $131 billion cut 

• Defense, VA Medical would likely be exempt → Deeper funding cuts across other vital domestic 
programs 

• Limit budget increases to just 1% annually for 10 years 

• Rescind unspent COVID-19 relief funds

• Repeal unobligated IRS enforcement funding 

• Repeal clean energy tax credits from the recent climate bill 

• Expand work requirements for SNAP and TANF, new rules for Medicaid recipients 

… all to raise the debt ceiling until March 31, 2024, or until the country accrues another $1.5 trillion 
in debt – whichever comes first 



Impact on HUD’s affordable housing and homelessness programs:

• Capping FY24 spending at FY22 levels would result – at minimum – in a 23% reduction 

in funding for key housing and homelessness programs, depending on how cuts are 

made 

• Nearly 1 million households currently receiving HUD rental assistance would lose the 

assistance they rely on to stay stably housed 

• Nearly 120,000 fewer people experiencing homelessness would be served by HUD 

programs 

• HUD Secretary Marcia Fudge: “It would be impossible to stave off mass evictions” 

Debt Ceiling & FY24 Budget 



Take Action TODAY

Your members of Congress need to hear from you about the impact these 

draconian cuts would have on your families and communities! 

• Email your members of Congress and urge them to increase – not cut – resources 

for affordable housing and homelessness in FY24 

• Check out NLIHC’s advocacy toolkit, “Oppose Dramatic Cuts to Federal 

Investments in Affordable Housing,” for talking points, sample social media 

messages, and more!

• Sign your organization on to the Campaign for Housing and Community 

Development Funding’s (CHCDF) annual budget letter, calling on Congress to 

reject spending cuts and instead provide the highest possible allocation for HUD’s 

and USDA’s affordable housing, homelessness, and community development 

programs in FY24.

https://p2a.co/nliqghj
https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/Oppose-Dramatic-Cuts-to-Federal-Investments-in-Affordable-Housing-Toolkit.pdf
https://p2a.co/2xztqvh
https://p2a.co/2xztqvh


Policy & Advocacy Updates 

Brooke Schipporeit 

Manager of Field Organizing

National Low Income Housing Coalition

bschipporeit@nlihc.org

mailto:bschipporeit@nlihc.org


Next Steps

Sarah Saadian

Senior Vice President for Public Policy & Field 

Organizing 

National Low Income Housing Coalition

ssaadian@nlihc.org

mailto:ssaadian@nlihc.org


Resources

NLIHC’s HoUSed Campaign 

(nlihc.org/housed): Campaign Updates
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