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Policy Manager 

National Low Income Housing Coalition
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Out of Reach 2023: The High Cost of 
Housing 

Andrew Aurand

Senior Vice President for Research

National Low Income Housing Coalition

aaurand@nlihc.org  

mailto:dyentel@nlihc.org


June 20, 2023



Out of Reach, 2023

• Out of Reach answers the question: “How much does a full-time worker 
need to earn to afford rent and utilities at fair market rent (FMR)?” 



Out of Reach, 2023

• Out of Reach answers the question: “How much does a full-time worker 
need to earn to afford rent and utilities at fair market rent (FMR)?” 

• National Average Housing Wage for two-bedroom apartment at fair 
market rent is $28.58.

• National Average Housing Wage for one-bedroom apartment is $23.67.

• State and local data can be found by selecting a state at 
https://nlihc.org/oor 

https://nlihc.org/oor




In only 7% 
of counties can a 
minimum-wage 
worker afford a 
one-bedroom at 
fair market rent 
while working 40 
hours a week.

On average, a 
minimum-wage 
worker needs to 
work 86 hours 
per week to 
afford a modest 
one-bedroom 
apartment.



Rental housing is out of reach for many low-wage 
workers earning more than the minimum wage.



People of color are disproportionately impacted by the 
gap between low wages and high rents because they 
disproportionately work in low-wage jobs and rent their 
homes.



Rental housing is out of reach for workers across a range 
of occupations.

49
million 
workers

1/3
of the 
workforce



Federal Policies Needed to End the Housing 
Crisis

• Increase federal investments in the preservation of the existing 
affordable housing stock and in programs that expand the supply of 
deeply affordable units

• Significant increase in resources for the national Housing Trust Fund

• Expansion of rental assistance provided by the Housing Choice 
Voucher program

• Investment in a national housing stabilization fund to stabilize renters 
who experience unexpected crisis

• Strengthen renter protections that ensure the safety and just treatment 
of renters wherever they live.



Get local data by state, county, metro, or ZIP code:  https://nlihc.org/oor 

https://nlihc.org/oor


Get local data by state, county, metro, or ZIP code:  https://nlihc.org/oor 
Questions? Email us: research@nlihc.org

Download all 
state data

Enter up to two 
jurisdictions

https://nlihc.org/oor
mailto:research@nlihc.org


Burdensome SNAP Work Requirements & 
Implications for People Experiencing Homelessness 

Gina Plata-Nino

SNAP Deputy Director

Food Research & Action Center 
gplata-nino@frac.org 

mailto:gplata-nino@frac.org


Field Updates 

Stephanie Watkins-Cruz

Director of Housing Policy

North Carolina Housing Coalition

mailto:swatkinscruz@nchousing.org


Field  Updates 

Christine Hess

Executive Director

Nevada Housing Coalition 

christine.hess@nvhousingcoalition.org 

Brooke Page

Board Member

Nevada Housing Coalition 

brooke.page@csh.org 

mailto:christine.hess@nvhousingcoalition.org
mailto:brooke.page@csh.org


2023 Affordable Housing Policy Update
June 20, 2023



Nevada Commits $500 Million Investment in 
Affordable Housing

Multi-Family Development / New & Preservation: 
$450 million
• 2,800 units created
• 1,077 units preserved

Home Ownership: $28 million
• 1,554 families/households assisted

Land Acquisition: $22 million

https://nvhousingcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Nevada-Completes-500-Million-Investment-in-Affordable-Housing.pdf
https://nvhousingcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Nevada-Completes-500-Million-Investment-in-Affordable-Housing.pdf


NHC 2023 Legislative Priorities – Overwhelming bipartisan support
Housing serving income levels 0% to middle income

AB310

Supportive Housing 
Development Fund



Key Features of AB310

Creates the infrastructure to fund supportive housing development 
projects and defines supportive housing in statute. 

Establishes A Grant Program Requires Cross-Sector 

Partnerships 

Aligns Resources

❏ Administered by the 

Nevada Housing Division

❏ Develop and implements a 

supportive housing program

❏ Works with Interagency 

Council on Homelessness to 

Housing to Award Grants

❏ Accountability to  the Governor 

and Chair of ICHH

❏ Can Accept Funds from 

Multiple Sources 

❏ Requests $32.2 million to 

carryout the grant program

AB310 Presentation | June 2, 2023 | Senate Governments Affairs



Development Fund Uses



@HousingNevada @NevadaHousingCoalition Nevada Housing Coalition

Thank You
Brooke Page, CSH Southwest Regional Director and NHC Board Member

Christine Hess, NHC Executive Director
Follow Us!

Subscribe to our Newsletter

https://twitter.com/HousingNevada
https://www.facebook.com/NevadaHousingCoalition
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nevada-housing-coalition
https://nvhousingcoalition.org/resources/newsletter/


Policy Updates & Next Steps

Kim Johnson

Policy Manager 

National Low Income Housing Coalition

kjohnson@nlihc.org  

mailto:dyentel@nlihc.org


Contact Your Members of Congress 
TODAY 

https://p2a.co/nliqghj 

Take Action! 

https://p2a.co/nliqghj


Resources 

NLIHC’s HoUSed Campaign 

(nlihc.org/housed): Campaign Updates
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