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Southern California Association of NonProfit Housing and Venice Community Housing residents and staff say Yes on Prop 1 & Prop 2.

By Katy Heins and Nur Kausar, Communication Manager, Housing California

Housing California and its allies changed the course of California’s affordable housing future, passing
Props 1 and 2, a combined $6 BILLION in new funding for the development and preservation of
affordable and supportive homes. Unofficial results show Prop 1 won with 54% of the vote and Prop 2
passed with 61%.

On election day, voters took a stand and expressed their values on their ballots.   They resoundingly said
it is time to create a more equitable California in which people living on modest wages or fixed incomes
and people experiencing homelessness can afford a safe, stable place to live in their communities.

“We are thrilled Props 1 and 2 passed, indicating voters recognize the need for solutions that allow
every Californian equitable access to affordable, stable places to live, so that we all benefit.
Communities experience greater stability, inclusivity and prosperity with better health, education and
employment outcomes when we invest in affordable and supportive homes,” said Lisa Hershey
Executive Director of Housing California and co-chair of the coalition to pass Props 1 and 2.,

The broad coalition was made up of more than 600 organizations, including affordable housing and
equity advocates, business and labor leaders, cities and many more committed to helping Californians
have safe, affordable homes and end homelessness. The campaign Executive Committee was led by four
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key organizations: California Housing Consortium, Housing California, Silicon Valley Leadership Group
and the State Building and Construction Trades Council of California. A Steering Committee of
respected leaders and organizations across many sectors also supported the campaign: Senate Pro Tem
Toni Atkins, Sen. Jim Beall, Assembly person. David Chiu, housing advocate Jennifer LeSar, League of
California Cities, Dignity Health, Habitat for Humanity California and the Steinberg Institute.

“Thanks to the hard work of the campaign co-leaders and coalition, our consulting team, the generous
donors, the members and advocates of the Residents United Network, and partners in the field and on
the ground, we won!” said Lisa Hershey,

Prop 1 will dedicate funding to build and preserve housing, including supportive housing, and provide
homeowner assistance through a variety of proven and effective programs, including:

▪ Multifamily Housing Program – $1.5 billion
▪ Cal-Vet Farm and Home Loan Program – $1 billion
▪ Infill Infrastructure Grant Financing – $300 million
▪ Joe Serna Jr. Farmworker Housing Grant Program – $300 million
▪ Local Housing Trust Match Grant Program – $300 million
▪ CalHome – $300 million
▪ CalHFA Home Purchase Assistance – $150 million
▪ Transit-Oriented Development Program – $150 million

The state is expected to issue its first notices of funding availability in spring 2019.

The benefits of the $4 billion from Prop 1 go well beyond the walls built. Low-income renters, especially
in communities of color, have been historically locked out of building wealth because of discriminatory
housing policies. The State of California provides more housing resources to wealthy homeowners than
it does to low-income residents. Prop 1 is a step toward more fair and equitable state housing
investment. The Advancement Project even called the housing propositions on this state ballot an
opportunity for voters to tackle “one of the greatest racial injustices of our time.”

Prop 2 is equally important, providing supportive homes for Californians living with a mental illness
struggling to survive on the streets or in shelters without the stability and access to services they need.
With $2 billion, Prop 2 will build an additional 20,000 supportive rental homes that provide mental
health services to help end homelessness for thousands of people. Homelessness advocates, doctors,
mental health professionals, emergency responders, and law enforcement all agree – supportive housing
works and we need it if we are to end chronic homelessness in California.

It is clear that voters want action to bring more affordable, equitable places to live and to end
homelessness in their neighborhoods and communities. This is why Prop 1 and Prop 2 passed.

Housing California will work with the new administration and the legislature to continue to work on
policies that will help end and prevent homelessness and provide more affordable homes for
underserved Californians.

Thanks to Nur Kausar, Communication Manager, Housing California for the content of this article.

For more information, contact Nur Kausar, Communication Manager at nkausar@housingca.org or
Lisa Hershey, Executive Director, lhershey@housingca.og or 916-447-0503

PREVIOUS
Bellingham Voters Extend Levy,
Expand Funding for Home Fund

NEXT
Sustained Organizing, Advocacy

Secures $70 million for Philadelphia
Housing Trust Fund

MORE FROM CURRENT ISSUE

California Voters Approve $6 Billion for Affordable Homes and Services | https://housingtrustfundproject.org/california-voters-approve-6-billion-f...

2 of 3 8/24/24, 10:51 AM

mailto:nkausar@housingca.org
mailto:nkausar@housingca.org
mailto:lhershey@housingca.og
mailto:lhershey@housingca.og
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/4926-2/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/4926-2/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/4926-2/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/4926-2/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/4926-2/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/4926-2/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/4926-2/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/4926-2/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/4926-2/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/sustained-organizing-advocacy-secures-70-million-for-philadelphia-housing-trust-fund/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/sustained-organizing-advocacy-secures-70-million-for-philadelphia-housing-trust-fund/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/sustained-organizing-advocacy-secures-70-million-for-philadelphia-housing-trust-fund/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/sustained-organizing-advocacy-secures-70-million-for-philadelphia-housing-trust-fund/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/sustained-organizing-advocacy-secures-70-million-for-philadelphia-housing-trust-fund/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/sustained-organizing-advocacy-secures-70-million-for-philadelphia-housing-trust-fund/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/sustained-organizing-advocacy-secures-70-million-for-philadelphia-housing-trust-fund/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/sustained-organizing-advocacy-secures-70-million-for-philadelphia-housing-trust-fund/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/sustained-organizing-advocacy-secures-70-million-for-philadelphia-housing-trust-fund/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/sustained-organizing-advocacy-secures-70-million-for-philadelphia-housing-trust-fund/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/sustained-organizing-advocacy-secures-70-million-for-philadelphia-housing-trust-fund/
https://housingtrustfundproject.org/4926-2/


Copyright © 2011-2023 Housing Trust Fund Project. All rights reserved.

California Voters Approve $6 Billion for Affordable Homes and Services | https://housingtrustfundproject.org/california-voters-approve-6-billion-f...

3 of 3 8/24/24, 10:51 AM


