
The Supreme Court & the 
Criminalization of Homelessness
April 9, 2024



Agenda

• Welcome – Steve Berg, The Alliance
• About Grants Pass v. Johnson – Jesse Rabinowitz, National 

Homelessness Law Center (NHLC)
• Panel Discussion and Q&A

• Marisol Bello, Housing Narrative Lab
• Jesse Rabinowitz, NHLC
• Brooke Schipporeit, NLIHC
• Donald Whitehead, National Coalition for the Homeless

• Closing Remarks – Steve Berg, The Alliance



Welcome & Opening Remarks

Steve Berg
Chief Policy Officer

National Alliance to End Homelessness
sberg@naeh.org



Human Impact Video

https://twitter.com/homeless_law/status/1754559795225383342


About Grants Pass v. Johnson

Jesse Rabinowitz
Campaign and Communications Director

National Homelessness Law Center
jrabinowitz@homelesslaw.org



@homeless_law  @HNHCampaign  #HousingNotHandcuffs  homelesslaw.org



Criminalization is on the Rise



Broader Threats: State-level Criminalization

www.homelesslaw.org@homeless_law      @HNHCampaign      #HousingNotHandcuffs



Johnson v. Grants Pass Overview

TL/DR: 

•Case is about whether 
cities can punish 
unhoused people for 
covering themselves 
with a blanket, even in 
the absence of shelter.

www.homelesslaw.org@homeless_law      @HNHCampaign      #HousingNotHandcuffs



Where and why?

Where: 

• Grants Pass, OR

• City of 40,000, 

• Thousands of units short 
of affordable housing

• No shelters

• 600 counted homeless

www.homelesslaw.org

Why: 

•"the point is to make it 
uncomfortable enough 
for them in our city so 
[homeless individuals] 
will want to move on 
down the road."

@homeless_law      @HNHCampaign      #HousingNotHandcuffs



No, Camping Bans Do Not Work

www.homelesslaw.org@homeless_law      @HNHCampaign      #HousingNotHandcuffs

“Unsheltered homelessness does 
not change after or as a result of 
adoption. On average, there is a 

2.2% increase in unsheltered 
homelessness”



How to get involved 

www.homelesslaw.org@homeless_law      @HNHCampaign      #HousingNotHandcuffs

• Join us in DC on April 22nd

•Spread the word about this case
•Support our video project 
• Join the Housing not Handcuffs Campaign 



The Supreme Court & the Criminalization of 
Homelessness

Panel Discussion



Closing Remarks

Steve Berg
Chief Policy Officer

National Alliance to End Homelessness
sberg@naeh.org



Resources

• Learn more about the case: https://johnsonvgrantspass.com/
• How You Can Help
• Social Media Toolkit
• Week of Action Advocacy Toolkit
• Housing Narrative Lab: Messaging Guidance
• Housing Narrative Lab: Housing GIFs
• NCH Local Action Organizing Skill Share

https://johnsonvgrantspass.com/
https://johnsonvgrantspass.com/how-you-can-help
https://johnsonvgrantspass.com/social-media-toolkit
https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/SCOTUS_Grants-Pass-V-Johnson_Advocacy-Toolkit.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oK1HILxS0UOKmkShnWGMa-vkRixMgw91IJKOiaTohNo/edit
https://www.into-action.us/collection/housing
https://nationalhomeless.org/wp-content/uploads/NCH-Local-Actions-Organizing-Skill-Share.pdf
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