
 

 

 

March 30th, 2022 

 

Tony Robinson 

FEMA Region 6 Administrator 

 

 

Dear Mr. Robinson, 

 

We are writing to share our serious concerns about the recent notice of 

monthy rent payments for households affected by Hurricane Laura, who 

are living in FEMA manufucatured housing units (MHUs). The Louisiana Fair 

Housing Action Center is a statewide civil rights non-profit, dedicated to 

fighting housing discrimination and segregation through advocacy, 

education, legal support to those facing eviction and foreclosure, and 

investigations and enforcement of the Fair Housing Act.  

 

Your decision to send back-dated letters to 1,700 households requiring 

full rent payments in less than 15 days will surely result in the displacement 

of hundreds of families still struggling to recover from Hurricane Laura. The 

households who remain in the direct housing program are predominately 

households with the lowest incomes, households of color, seniors, and 

people with disabilities. We are 19 months out from the storm and many 

families and businesses have still not been able to rebuild because 

federal assistance has been so late in coming. Congress only 

appropriated Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery 

(CDBG-DR) funds six months ago and we expect it will be many more 

months before those funds begin to hit the bank accounts of families 

who need it. 

 

Given this dramatic gap in federal support for families most in need, we 

urge you to grant the request of Senators Bill Cassidy (R-LA) and John 

Kennedy (R-LA), and Representative Clay Higgins (R-LA) to waive 

monthly rent payments through October 31, 2022 for these survivors, and 

to waive rent payments for the thousands of Hurricane Delta and 

Hurricane Ida survivor households utilizing the program when their  
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housing subsidies end later this year.  

 

Because some families have already begun to leave their MHUs as a result of 

your letters—likely to sleep in cars, return to uninhabitable homes, or double-up 

with other low-income families—we also ask that you contact these families and 

offer them back their MHU without rent payments until October 31, 2022.  

 

As you know, FEMA is not required by law to collect rental payments from 

survivors on direct housing program units, and its regulations provide the agency 

with considerable flexibility to ensure that survivors can afford any rental 

payments that the agency may choose to impose. Agency guidelines state that 

after the 18-month disaster declaration ends, “FEMA may begin to charge up to 

the fair market rent rate for each temporary housing unit provided. We will base 

the rent charged on the number of bedrooms occupied and needed by 

the household. When establishing the amount of rent, FEMA will take into 

account the financial ability of the household.”1 

 

FEMA’s decision to charge survivors rent without sufficient alternative supports in 

place will only make it harder for the lowest-income and most marginalized 

survivors to recover and runs counter to FEMA’s recent public commitment to 

uphold equity throughout its programs.2 In testimony to the House Homeland 

Security Committee in 2021, FEMA Administrator Deanne Criswell said that 

“diversity, equity, and inclusion are not optional and must be core components 

of how we conduct ourselves and execute our mission. They are not empty 

buzzwords.”3 To advance greater equity, FEMA must re-evaluate its decision to 

traumatize and displace low-income disaster survivors. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Cashauna Hill 

Executive Director 

Louisiana Fair Housing Action Center 

 

cc:  

Deanne Criswell, FEMA Administrator 

                                                 
1 CFR 44, 206.117(b)(1)(ii)(F) (emphasis added) 
2 FEMA, 2022-2026 FEMA Strategic Plan, Objective 1: Instill Equity as a Foundation of Emergency 

Management (2022); see also FEMA, “FEMA Defines Equity in its Mission of Making Programs More 

Accessible”, Press Release (September 9, 2021); Department of Homeland Security, “DHS 

Announces Changes to Individual Assistance Policies to Advance Equity for Disaster Survivors”, 

Press Release (September 2, 2021). 
3 United State House of Representatives, Statement of Deanne Criswell Before the Committee on 

Homeland Security (June 29, 2021). 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=1b0947c68edd409977fa0339162cf536&term_occur=999&term_src=Title:44:Chapter:I:Subchapter:D:Part:206:Subpart:D:206.117
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_2022-2026-strategic-plan.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20210909/fema-defines-equity-its-mission-making-programs-more-accessible#:~:text=Our%20equity%20definition%20comes%20from,identity%2C%20sexual%20orientation%20and%20disability.
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20210909/fema-defines-equity-its-mission-making-programs-more-accessible#:~:text=Our%20equity%20definition%20comes%20from,identity%2C%20sexual%20orientation%20and%20disability.
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2021/09/02/dhs-announces-changes-individual-assistance-policies-advance-equity-disaster
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2021/09/02/dhs-announces-changes-individual-assistance-policies-advance-equity-disaster
https://homeland.house.gov/imo/media/doc/2021-06-29-HRG-Testimony%20Criswell.pdf
https://homeland.house.gov/imo/media/doc/2021-06-29-HRG-Testimony%20Criswell.pdf

