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Welcome & Introductions

e David Gonzalez Rice, Senior Vice President of Policy, NLIHC

Executive Orders, Federalization, and Threats to People Experiencing Homelessness
 Ramina Davidson, Vice President of Field Strategy & Innovation, NLIHC

 Eric Tars, Senior Policy Director, National Homelessness Law Center

On-the-Ground Impact & Advocacy

e Lara Pukatch, Chief Advocacy Officer, Miriam’s Kitchen

e Patricia Nix-Hodes, Law Project Director, Chicago Coalition to end Homelessness
Panel Q&A with Speakers

Policy Updates & Next Steps
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 May 2025: National Guard troops deployed to Los Angeles, requested by Dept. of
Homeland Security to assist with deportations

* June 2025: LA residents protest immigration raids, more troops deployed

e July 2025: President Trump issues harmful Executive Orders to criminalize and forcibly
hospitalize people experiencing homelessness

e August 2025: National Guard deployed to DC, local police federalized to support
immigration raids and homelessness encampment clearings with no relocation plan

* August — September 2025: Threats to replicate the federalization of local police force and
deployment of National Guard to other cities
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* July 24, 2025 Executive Order

* Ends support for ‘housing first’

* Reallocated federal grants to implement harmful, ineffective, and costly policies

* Makes it easier for states and localities to forcibly institutionalize individuals experiencing homelessness (law enforcement,
involuntary treatment) and ban encampments, regardless of alternative options available

* Increasing Unaffordability
* Wages not keeping up with rising rents

* No state has enough affordable rental housing for full-time low-wage workers
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There is a shortage of 7.1 million affordable AND available
rental homes throughout the United States for extremely low
Income renters.
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_ RENTAL HOMES AFFORDABLE AND AVAILABLE PER 100 EXTREMELY LOW-INCOME _
RENTER HOUSEHOLDS BY STATE
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SOURCE: NLIHC TABULATIONS OF 2023 1-YEAR ACS PUMS DATA.
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* Annual Federal Appropriations

Opportunity to invest in crucial federal programs proven to solve homelessness, not divert to methods
that harm and mistreat people experiencing homelessness

Housing First, not housing only — most effective approach to ending homelessness and promoting
housing stability for people transitioning from homelessness

Involuntary treatment can be traumatic and perpetuate cycles of hospitalization and encounters with
the justice system — do not address individuals’ basic needs

Investments in Community Programs:
* Create safer communities
* More affordable homes and rental assistance to close the gap between wages and rents solve homelessness

* Support thriving communities
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Connection to Homelessness & Housing

* Homelessness is a housing problem

* The housing affordability crisis for the lowest income households is
a systemic issue with clear solutions

* We need federal, state, and local interventions to establish a
housing safety net and address the structural housing issues
underlying the housing crisis and homelessness

* Homelessness, the housing unaffordability crisis, and community
safety will not be solved through wasting resources on federalizing
local police and deploying National Guard troops
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e Connect to Others

* Get/Stay informed on what’s happening
* Coordinate efforts in your communities to prepare, act in solidarity with other communities
* Ask state and local officials to work with your community and weigh in with feds

* Contact Your Members of Congress

* Federal takeover + treatment of our immigrant and unhoused neighbors is unacceptable --- invest in

proven housing and homelessness solutions
* https://nlihc.quorum.us/campaign/140276/

* Time Sensitive: Stop Congress from passing anti-homeless law in DC
 https://www.votervoice.net/NHLC/campaigns/130008/respond

e Connect with NLIHC

* Have questions? Don’t know who to connect with? Want to do more? Reach out!
e outreach@nlihc.org
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From Tickets to

Trump's Anti-Homeless
Executive Order

Eric Tars (he/him/his)
National Homelessness Law Center
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A Quick Look at Homelessness

More people are
sleeping outside than
ever before

Caused primarily by
the lack of affordable
housing, paired with
wages that are too
low

Homelessness is
rooted in systemic
racism

50% of renters pay
more than they can
afford

1 out of 4 people
worry about
becoming homeless
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How We Got Here

_aws making it a crime to be poor, sick, or
disabled are not new

* The Trump administration’s push for
homeless detention camps is a clear
escalation



How We Got Here
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State-level Laws

Emergent Threats Defeated Bills

urrent bills that aim to m: hom = rime and or housing. This map depicts past bills attempting to criminalize hom hat have been defeated or failed to advance.

Introduced Defeated




320+ bills that make it
a crime to be homeless

have been introduced since the Grants
Pass Supreme Court case last year.

WE NEED HOUSING
NOT HANDCUFFS.




Immigration & Homelessness Intersections

Resources to Protect
Homeless Neighbors
Against ICE

Donate
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U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

M News / HUD Secretary Scott Turner Doubles Down on Ensuring HUD Resources Do Not Benefit Tllegal Aliens

HUD Secretary Scott Turner Doubles Down on
Ensuring HUD Resources Do Not Benefit lllegal Aliens

Directive halts misuse of taxpayer funds meant for Americans

WASHINGTON - U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Secretary Scott Turner today issued a letter to grantees and stakeholders underscoring that
federal housing assistance will no longer be granted to illegal aliens or sanctuary ¢

nforces HUD programs are s reserved for the American
people, eliminating any ambiguity in pol his action aligns directly with President Trump's Executive Order 142 “Ending Taxpayer Subsidization of Open Borders.”
Read the full letter here or below:

April 4, 2025
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Immigration & Homelessness Intersections

Inside Alligator Alcatraz: Report
documents grim conditions for

detainees i
i
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There was no heat. The plumbing went out. .
The beds are not even mattresses, they're

cots — almost like if you take your dog to a
doggy daycare.

Lesli Harris, New Orleans councilwoman, after a guided
visit through the “warehouse”

Source: The New York Times

22



Ao N

o

What does EO 14321 do?

Scapegoats, dehumanizes poor, sick, and disabled folks

Traffics in racist myths about poor people

Makes it easier to put people behind bars and institutions
Backtracks on proven solutions to homelessness in favor of high-
barrier, non-welcoming programs

Defunds & criminalizes harm reduction programs

Clears path for forcing homeless folks, drug users, and folks with
mental iliness into government-run detention camps, potentially
indefinitely

Makes homelessness worse

NHLC] HOUSING
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What the EO does NOT do:

Fund housing or support

Add funding for mental health programs
Solve homelessness

Help people struggling to make ends meet

Address sky-high rents or wages that are too low



What does EO 14333 & Presidential Memo
on “Restoring Law & Order in DC” do?

1. Takes over DC Metropolitan Police Department
2. Mobilizes national guard

3. To “get rid of the homeless under bridges”



What does EO on “Additional Measures to
Address Crime Emergency in DC” do?

1.

Directs additional hiring for law
enforcement

Directs national guard create “rapid
mobilization force” for “quelling civil
disturbances and ensuring the public safety
and order”

Directs HUD to investigate DCHA for crime-

prevention

wp The Washington Post

Exclusive: The Pentagon has for weeks been planning a military
deployment to Chicago as President Trump says he wants to crack dowr
on crime, homelessness and undocumented immigration, in a model
that could later be used in other major cities, officials familiar with the
matter said.

{09 EXCLUSIVE

Pentagon plans a
military deployment
in Chicago as part of
Trump’s crackdown



DC Takeover

The MAGA regime is spending
$424,000 per day to

deploy troops

VS

$169,226 per day to
operate public housing
for D.C.’s entire unhoused
population

e g g e



This is Textbook Authoritarianism

« Sets the stage for expanded forced detentions of “undesirable” groups.
» Tests power grabs on groups believed to have little public sympathy
« Uses “safety” to ramp up punishment and prison

« Shifts blame away from politicians’ failures and onto people trying to
survive

* Will not stop at groups targeted in order



The solution to homelessness is
housing. The solution to
authoritarianism is solidarity. We need

both.



What can you do?

1. Call on Congress to pass the Housing Not
Handcuffs Act

2. Get your state/local gov’t to repeal criminalizing
ordinances or pass anti-crim bills

3. Join the Housing Not Handcuffs Campaign

4. Let us know how we can partner and support your
work

5. Talk about homelessness, its causes, and its
solutions

6. Outside of DC- tell Congress to stand down the
federal escalation!

https://freedcproject.org/allies

NHLC] HOUSING
NOT HANDCUFFS




Stay in touch!

NHLC HOUSING

Visit us: Visit us:
homelesslaw.org housingnothandcuffs.org
Follow us: Contact:

@homeless_law etars@homelesslaw.org
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Chicago’s.Response.to.Federal Threats
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Know Your Rights Materials

Chicago
Coalitiontoend Need Help? Learn Our Work ¥ Our Impact v About ~ Take Actio)
Homelessness

Know Your Rights as an Unsheltered F
FEDERAL ENFORCEMENT IN CHICAGO

This content is for general information only and is not legal advice. Although Chicago Coalition to End Homelessness strives
accurate and up to date information, we cannot promise it is error-free or that it addresses your specific concerns. If you are
specific legal advice, you should contact an attorney. Chicago Coalition to End Homelessness takes no responsibility for any i
linked to this website.

The Trump administration is threatening a potential deployment of the National Guard to Chicago. When troops were
recently deployed in Washington D.C., people experiencing unsheltered homelessness were forcibly removed and thei
property was destroyed with little to no notice.

We strongly urge people living on the street to take the following precautions:

Federal agents have more
authority on property owned
by the federal government.
This map shows the location
of federal buildings in
Chicago. We suggest

- Don't sleep in public places. For your safety, please
consider sleeping in a shelter or another indoor location.
The President may order law enforcement to forcibly
remove and/or arrest anyone sleeping outside.

- Keep your photo ID on you at all times. Consider asking

a family member, friend, or case manager to store any - _
important documents (such as your Social Security card APl avoiding these properties
or birth certificate) and/or property with sentimental ® é@: and the areas surrounding
value such as family photographs or mementos in a safe ) R 9 them.
place. ”‘; r’? f’gw
- Carry the phone number of an emergency contact, i We also have reason to
such as a family member, friend, or case manager. * FEDERAL PROPERTY IN CHICAGO believe enforcement may be
A Wanm vt ir rmadiratinme ac wrall ac o et mf e e I P TR o Sl e = - concentrated in the



ccessible in

Conozca sus derechos como persona
experimentando falta de vivienda:
Aplicacion de la ley federal en Chicago

La administracién Trump amenaza con un posible
despliegue de la Guardia Nacional en Chicago. Cuando las
tropas fueron desplegadas recientemente en Washington
D.C,, personas que experimentan la falta de vivienda fueron
desalojadas a la fuerza y sus propiedades fueron destruidas
sin previo aviso. Le recomendamos fuertemente que a

la gente que vive en las calles tomen estas siguientes
recomendaciones:

No dormir en lugares puablicos. Por su seguridad, considere |a
posibilidad de dormir en un refugio o en otro lugar cerrado. El
Presidente puede ordenar a las fuerzas del orden que desalojen
por la fuerza y/o detengan a cualquier persona que duerma al
aire libre.

Carge siempre con usted un documento de identidad con
fotografia. Considere la posibilidad de pedir a un familiar, amigo
o trabajador social que guarde en un lugar seguro cualquier
documento importante ([como la tarjeta de la Seguro Social o

el certificado de nacimiento) y/o bienes con valor sentimental,
como fotografias o recuerdos familiares.

Lleve con usted el nimero de teléfono de un contacto de
emergencia, de un familiar, un amigo o un gestor de casos.

3 Lleve siempre sus medicamentos, y una lista de sus
medicamentos.

Mantén tu teléfono totalmente cargado siempre que sea
posible, si tienes uno.

&NECESITAS AYUDA?

Si necesita ayuda, observa alguna actividad policial
@ inusual o tiene alguna informacion que compartir, llame a

Chicago Coalition to End Homelessness al 312-641-4148.

Four Languages (more in progress)
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Most recent updates and
versions available on our
website §g

Know Your Rights as an Unstably Housed Young Person

Tne Trump administration is saying they mignt send ICE and tae
National Guard to Chicago. Wher trocps wers sent to Weshington
0.C. recently, people livirg on the streets were zrrested or
forced Lo leave, and Lheir belongings were aken or destroyed
wizhout much warning.

Having more police or troops in the city can elsc mean a higner
chance of beirg stoppec or arrested—even if you heven't done
anything wrong.

You know what’s best for keeping yourself safe, but 7 you don't
have stable housirg or spard a lot of time cutside, aere are &
few extre Lips Lhal micht Pelp:

Don't sleep in public places. mr s

Be careful of being in public places if you have an outstanding
criminal case or warrant.
Follow youth curfews. I i the a

t it

inga <
any imsortant documents
'th cert it
paot

Keep your medlcatlo as well as a list ofyour medications,
with you at a1l times

Keep your phone fully charged when possible, 1 0 have cne.

1f you need helo, odserve unusual Taw enforcement activity,
or ngve gny information tc snare, cal
Chicago Coalition to End Homelessness & t 312-641-4148.

icago
NEED HELP? EE;'::.?::‘.:’,‘:';"

&




KYR Guidance for Transportation and Shelters

Know Your Rights as an Unsheltered Person: Guidance for Inmigration Raids at Shelters, Drop-In Centers, and Other
Public Transportation, Checkpoints, At the Airport Sites Where People Experiencing Homelessness Stay or Receive Services

Adapted from NHLC Guidance & NILC Guide for Employers

This guide outlines what homeless shelters and other public service providers can do to
@ When encountermg federal agents on Ub|lc transgortatlon: ~ bes't'protect clients and staff should an immigration enforf:emenF agent try to enter their
2. —— facility. The Trump administration has ended a long-standing policy that discouraged
. . immigration enforcement agents from conducting enforcement actions in “sensitive
You may encounter federal agents on or around public transportation. areas,” such as schools, medical facilities, places of worship, social service agencies, disaster
> Silence: You have the right to remain silent. relief sites, and public demonstrations. All levels of staff should be well-versed in these
policies and practices, including front desk staff, security, case managers, and support staff.

- Recording: You have the right to record federal agents, but always maintain an “arm’'s-length-plus-a-
step-back" of distance.

existing guidance. Specific facts and circumstances may make this guidance less useful or applicable.

.@ This resource js for internal usage and is confidential. it does not constitute fegal advice and reiterates
information included in this guide is accurate as of jts last update on September 3, 2025,

- Please note that CTA violations may have a heightened risk of enforcement. The following may be
more strictly enforced:

X Cannabis use or possession (of particular ¥ Disruptive behavior
concern because marijuana is still illegal
federally, and public consumption is also
prohibited by state and local law)

Preparing For Entry Attempts:

+» Designate point people on staff who are on-site and prepared to respond.

o Each location should have designated point people for responding to potential raids.

These peint persons should be well-versed in how te identify valid judicial warrants (more
information in the During Entry Attempts & Entry section below) and other response
protocols. These point people should be the first on-site to respond to federal agents who
may arrive, and clients should know how and who to notify if Immigration and Customs
Enforcerment (ICE) or other federal agents arrive on-site. Staff should be prepared to verify any
Jjudicial warrants and exercise their rights to not consent to any searches not required by law.

-+ Train your other staff to NOT TALK to agents.

o Train all workers to NOT allow faderal agents to enter your workplace without a valid judicial
warrant. Aworker can say, ‘I can't give you permission to enter. You must speak with my
empleyer.” Train all workers to NOT interact with ICE or other federal agents beyond that
communication. If agents have questions or reguests, workers should say nething, or
reiterate, “You are not allowed to enter without a judicial warrant. Talk to my employer.”

» Print and hang signs on entry points that state you will exercise your rights to ONLY
comply with valid judicial warrants and that staff will require review of the warrant
to verify its validity upon any attempts by federal agents to enter. /’\

o For example: prirtable sign here H=h

(=]

X Sleeping or dozing is a violation when
“hazardous” or when it “interferes” with
CTA service

X Smoking or vaping (especially cannabis) % Crossing between train cars

X Fare evasion (not paying to ride transit/
jumping the turnstile)

X Unauthorized sales and solicitation
(selling candy, panhandling)

X Double occupying a seat (laying across
several seats or having your bag on the For a full list, visit:
seat next to you) www.transitchicago.com/rules

- Detention: If officers arrest you because they think you committed a crime, you have the right to a
government-appointed attorney. If officers have detained you because of your suspected immigration
status, you still have a right to a lawyer, but the government will not provide you with one.

. J

When encountering federal agents at checkpoints:

There may be checkpoints established by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), the federal
agency tasked with patrolling the U.S. border. Check points were established in D.C.

~N

NO FEDERAL AGENTS MAY ENTER PRIVATE AREAS ONSITE WITHOUT A VALID

JUDICIAL SEARCH WARRANT SIGNED BY A JUDGE OR WITHOUT QUALIFYING EXIGENT
CIRCUMSTANCES. WE WILL REQUIRE YOU TO PRESENT THE WARRANT UPON ANY ATTEMPTS
TO ENTER. [THIS ENTITY] WILL NOT PROVIDE ACCESS TO THE SITE AND ANY OF OUR
CLIENTELE UNLESS REQUIRED BY LAW AND WE DO NOT CONSENT TO ANY SEARCHES.

- Silence: You always have the right to remain silent or to tell the agent that you'll only answer questions
in the presence of an attorney.

Note that while you have the right to remain silent, if you don't answer questions to establish your
citizenship, officials may detain you longer in order to verify your immigration status.
Silence alone is NOT enough to support probable cause or reasonable suspicion to arrest, detain, or
search you or your belongings.
A limited exception: for people who do have permission to be in the U.S. for a specific reason and,
usually, for a limited amount of time (a “nonimmigrant” on a visa, for example), the law does require
you to provide information about your immigration status if asked.
While you can still choose to remain silent or decline a request to produce your documents, people
in this category should be aware that they could face arrest consequences. If you want to know

o Consider also posting dress code signs that prohibit full face coverings like ski masks.

+ Hang sighage to demonstrate areas that are private. Consider marking them with
“PRIVATE” sighage, keep doors closed or locked, and consider policies that visitors
and the public cannot enter those areas without permission.

o Generally, areas open to the public such as a reception area are legally open to immigration

agents, and agents may enter these spaces without a warrant. However, agents must have a
valid judicial search or arrest warrant to lawfully access any private or non-public greqs.




Materials Updated Regularly on Website

Most recent updates and versions available on our website:

chicagohomeless.org/outreach
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Panel Q&A

Please submit your questions to the Q&A box, located at the bottom of your screen
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David Gonzalez Rice

Senior Vice President of Policy

National Low Income Housing Coalition

dgonzalez rice@nlihc.org
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Use NLIHC’s FY26 Advocacy Toolkit for advocacy ideas, talking points, resources, and
more

View recordings of previous National Calls and register for future calls.

Join our next National HoUSed Campaign Call:
Tuesday, September 23 at 4:00 -5:00 pm ET


https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/Oppose-Dramatic-Cuts-to-Federal-Investments-in-Affordable-Housing-Toolkit_052725.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/@nlihcorganization2124/videos
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1XN2P7w2QnWvVc6Kp1q-nQ#/registration
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