
Registering Residents of Subsidized 
Housing and Community Members



Agenda

• Libraries and Voter Registration 
• Julie Ann Winkelstein, PhD, MLIS, author of Libraries and 

Homelessness: An Action Guide and co-editor of the American Library 
Association Social Responsibilities Round Table newsletter

• Jenny Garmon, civic engagement specialist, Kansas City Public 
Library

• Best Practices for Canvassing and Targeted Voter Outreach 
• Teresa Clark, deputy director, Washington Low Income Housing 

Alliance

• Training on the National Housing Preservation Database
• Dan Emmanuel, senior research analyst, NLIHC

• Our Homes, Our Votes Announcements & Opportunities
• Sid Betancourt, housing advocacy organizer, NLIHC



Welcome

Sid Betancourt
Housing Advocacy Organizer 

National Low Income Housing Coalition 

sbetancourt@nlihc.org 

mailto:sbetancourt@nlihc.org


Libraries and Voter 
Registration 

Dr. Julie Ann Winkelstein
Author of Libraries and Homelessness: An Action Guide

Jenny Garmon
Civic Engagement Specialist

Kansas City Public Library

JennyGarmon@kclibrary.org

jwinkels@utk.edu

mailto:JennyGarmon@kclibrary.org
mailto:jwinkels@utk.edu


Julie Ann Winkelstein

Jenny Garmon

June 13, 2022
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Voting and 
Libraries Our Homes, Our Votes

https://deerparklibrary.org/budget-vote-image/



Julie Ann Winkelstein
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Program through the American Library Association 
(ALA)
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• Brought together: VoteRiders, abcVote and 

Democracy Works for a discussion about what these 

organizations do and how libraries can be involved

• Available here: “Libraries and Voter Engagement in 

2020 and Beyond”

Panel discussion:
“Libraries and Voter Engagement in 2020 and Beyond”

https://ala-events.zoom.us/rec/play/FOzDiEQOJoG_5deQASRUTYDiqulFxQIY1hZKkFUxZOM4nZOVuazXhtMI2tRYOurytVfOcm7rGptY_BXr.eNRy32OMluJphvwl?startTime=1600367622000&_x_zm_rtaid=7wmiJ3iAQ8Co4Uk3F3xTww.1611710330209.160c35eb19ec4213dfd7f9040383b109&_x_zm_rhtaid=922
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• Work with LOWV: Many libraries 

• Polling places: Many libraries 

• Put together election notebooks: Cheyenne, WY

• Register as part of National Voter Registration Day: ALA and State Library of NC

• Create LibGuide to relevant information: Cumberland County Public Library, NC

• Voter registration drives for people with disabilities: Brooklyn Public Library, NY

Examples from libraries
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Mobile Voter Outreach van: Parks 
at library in Coolidge AZ
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Library in Juneau, Alaska: Polling 
place

https://www.juneauempire.com/news/empire-live-its-election-day/



Sacramento Public Library, CA
• “Words can’t even express what your support and the Friends of 

the Library participation has meant in terms of providing access to 
our elections, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. Between 
hosting vote centers where voters can vote in-person, or hosting a 
drop box and tending to it outside during the pandemic, to your 
staff being “all-hands-on-deck” and be willing to work with us – it 
means more than you know and there is no way we would be as 
successful as we are without [Sacramento Public Library]. Period.”

Email from Sacramento County Registrar of Voters to the library

https://www.saclibrary.org/About/News/2021/Vote-at-the-Library

12



Help in replacing vital documents
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• https://www.voteriders.org/voteriders-

libraries/

• https://www.ala.org/advocacy/voter-

engagement

• https://godort.libguides.com/votingtoolkit/

Recommended resources

https://www.voteriders.org/voteriders-libraries/
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/voter-engagement


Thank you!
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Julie Ann Winkelstein, jwinkels@utk.edu
Jenny Garmon, jennygarmon@kclibrary.org

mailto:jwinkels@utk.edu
mailto:jennygarmon@kclibrary.org


Questions? 
Comments?
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Best Practices for 
Canvassing and Targeted 
Voter Outreach 

Teresa Clark
Deputy Director

Washington Low Income Housing Alliance

teresac@wliha.org

mailto:teresac@wliha.org


Vancouver, WA

September, 2016

3 people

3 days

611 doors

77 voter registrations

118 pledges to vote

10% increase in voter 

registration and voter 

turnout



Detailed Results

Address Units

Registered 

voters in 

August 

(pre-canvass)

Registered 

voters in 

September 

(post-canvass) Difference

Voter turnout 

in 2012

Voter turnout 

in 2016 Difference

Buildings we 

canvassed

11328 NE 51st Cir 296 228 264 36 26.3% 37.3% 9.0%

1919 W 34th 162 123 147 24 33.0% 48.7% 12.2%

130 W 24th 151 86 99 13 38.3% 46.3% 8.0%

2155 Firestone 48 25 29 4 12.3% 22.8% 7.0%

Totals / Averages 657 462 539 77 29.3% 40.9% 9.4%

Similar 

buildings we 

did not 

canvass

1000 SE 160th 358 270 267 -3 36.5% 24.7% -0.6%

301 SE 166th Ave 152 84 101 17 22.3% 37.8% 9.0%

555 W 8th St 160 109 118 9 22.9% 43.4% 4.4%

9600 NE 73rd 91 19 19 0 6.5% 11.1% 0.0%

Totals / Averages 761 482 505 23 27.5% 29.7% 2.4%



What Worked

1. Build & lean on relationships with housing providers

2. Let residents know you are coming

3. Knock doors

4. Are you registered to vote? Is your voter registration up to date?

5. Simple leave behinds

6. Follow up with an informal, drop-in gathering with food



Resources

Bolder Advocacy: bolderadvocacy.org

• Electoral activities resource library

• Conducting a voter registration drive

• 501(c)3s and ballot measures

• Keeping nonpartisan during election season

http://bolderadvocacy.org/
https://bolderadvocacy.org/resource-library/?fwp_blog_topics=2766&fwp_paged=1
https://bolderadvocacy.org/resource/want-to-conduct-or-fund-a-voter-registration-drive/
https://bolderadvocacy.org/resource-library/tools-for-effective-advocacy/toolkits/ballot-measures-toolkit/501c3-public-charities-and-ballot-measures/
https://bolderadvocacy.org/resource/keeping-nonpartisan-during-election-season/


Training on the National 
Housing Preservation 
Database 

Dan Emmanuel
Senior Research Analyst

National Low Income Housing Coalition 

dan@nlihc.org

mailto:Emmanuel


Using the National Housing 
Preservation Database (NHPD) 
for Voter Engagement Efforts

Dan Emmanuel

Senior Research Analyst

National Low Income Housing Coalition



What is the NHPD?

• The National Housing Preservation Database (NHPD) 
is a research tool created by NLIHC and PAHRC for 
identifying federally subsidized housing.

– Intended use is for preservation research

– CARES Act Eviction Moratorium Database



How can we use the NHPD for voter engagement?

• NHPD can also serve as a starting point to guide 
voter engagement efforts and begin building a voter 
list for residents of assisted housing. 

• We’ll walkthrough how to identify assisted 
properties and share that data through a basic map.

– Using tools that are free and accessible to people of all 
skill levels (NHPD and Google Maps).

• My example will use Excel as well, but you can also use 
free software like OpenOffice



NHPD EnhancementsAccessing NHPD
www.preservationdatabase.org

http://preservationdatabase.org/


NHPD Enhancements

Accessing Database



NHPD Enhancements

Accessing Database



NHPD EnhancementsApplying Subsidy Filters 
(Active + Inconclusive)



NHPD EnhancementsApplying Subsidy Filters



NHPD Enhancements

Applying Property Filters



NHPD Enhancements

Exporting Your Data



NHPD Enhancements

Your Excel Data

• Each row is a property
• Delete unnecessary columns 

(variables)
• Keep:

– Property Name
– Property Address
– City
– State
– Zip
– Total Units
– Lat/Long (if no geocoder for 

addresses)
– County
– Congressional District

• Save



NHPD Enhancements

Creating a Map



NHPD Enhancements

Creating a Map



NHPD Enhancements

Creating a Map



NHPD Enhancements

Upload Your Property Data



NHPD Enhancements

Select Geodata to Use



NHPD Enhancements

Pick Your Marker Label



NHPD Enhancements

Check the Results



NHPD Enhancements

Title Your Map



NHPD Enhancements

Customizing Your Map (Paint Roller)



NHPD Enhancements

Customizing Your Map (Table Edit)



NHPD Enhancements

Share Your Map



NHPD Enhancements

Questions?

• Dan Emmanuel

• NLIHC Senior Research Analyst

• dan@nlihc.org

• @Dan_Emmanue1

mailto:dan@nlihc.org


Our Homes, Our Votes 
Announcements & 
Opportunities

Sid Betancourt
Housing Advocacy Organizer 

National Low Income Housing Coalition 

sbetancourt@nlihc.org

mailto:sbetancourt@nlihc.org


Civic Holidays

National Voter 

Registration Day 

(September 20)

National Voter 

Education Week

(October 3-7)

Vote Early Day

(October 28)
Election Hero Day 

(November 7)



Follow the Campaign!

Twitter: @OurHomesVotes

Facebook @OHOV2022

Email: ourhomes@nlihc.org

Website: ourhomes-ourvotes.org

mailto:ourhomes@nlihc.org



