
Voting While Experiencing 
Homelessness



Agenda

• Introduction and Key Resources for Voting While 
Experiencing Homelessness 
• Courtney Cooperman, housing advocacy organizer, NLIHC

• Tenant Talk: Housing is Built with Ballots 
• Sidney Betancourt, housing advocacy organizer, NLIHC

• Overcoming Voter Identification Barriers 
• Kat Calvin, founder, Spread the Vote and Project ID

• Registering Voters in Encampments  
• Jessica Margeson, tenant organizer, Granite State Organizing 

Project & Sue Corby, Coordinator, Welcoming Manchester



Welcome and Introduction and 
Key Resources for Voting While 
Experiencing Homelessness

Courtney Cooperman
Housing Advocacy Organizer 

National Low Income Housing Coalition 

ccooperman@nlihc.org

mailto:ccooperman@nlihc.org




Voting Without a 
Permanent Address

• Voters CAN register and vote without a 
permanent residential address! 

• Pitts v. Black (1984): court case affirming that 
citizens without residential addresses have the 
right to vote

• The state can expand the definition of 
residency and register unhoused voters 
without compromising the integrity of the 
political community





Example: Oregon



Example: Minnesota



USICH Step-by-Step Voting 
Guide for People Experiencing 
Homelessness

❑ Contact your local election office.

❑ Know the rules and deadlines.

❑Ask for help, if you need it.

❑ Register to vote and confirm your registration on your state’s election website.

❑ Pick a voting option (in-person on Election Day, vote-by-mail, early voting).

❑ Check what’s on your ballot (Vote411)

❑Vote! Many local groups offer free transportation to the polls. 



USICH Step-by-Step Election 
Guide for Homeless Service 
Providers

❑ Get informed about your clients’ voting rights (resources from NAEH, You Don’t Need a Home to Vote, 

state or local election office)

❑ Make a plan. Prepare to engage non-English speakers with a glossary of election terminology available 

in 21 languages. 

❑ Register clients to vote. 

❑ Educate clients about what to expect on their ballots and why the election matters for key issues like 

housing, health care, and homelessness. 

❑ Get out the vote and help clients overcome obstacles to voting. 



Pro Tips (adapted from 
NAEH resources) 

❑ Engage volunteers and interns and partner providers in your area. Find out whether your local election office can send 

a representative to your organization to register clients. 

❑ Discuss with your local election office the possibility of using your organization as a polling site.

❑ Satisfy address requirements by having your organization agree to collect mail on behalf of individual clients. Establish 

a policy on how to get mail to clients that have moved to another facility or provider. 

❑ Contact your local election office to determine whether you can collect registration forms and submit them on behalf 

of your clients. You may assist clients with completing the paper form or registering online. Remember you may not 

influence your client’s political preference or party registration.

❑ Waive any curfew or waiting in line practices on Election Day and replace with tickets or shelter reservations to 

eliminate stress and disincentives to vote. 



Tenant Talk: Housing is Built 
with Ballots 

Sidney Betancourt
Housing Advocacy Organizer 

National Low Income Housing Coalition 

sbetancourt@nlihc.org

mailto:sbetancourt@nlihc.org


Tenant Talk: Housing is Built with 
Ballots

Volume 13, Issue 2



Tenant Talk: Housing is Built with Ballots

The new summer issue, Tenant Talk: 
Housing Is Built With Ballots, focuses on 
nonpartisan election engagement and 
the important role renters and affordable 
housing advocates can play.

Cover art is by tenant Jessica Roldan from 
Sylmar, California. 



Resources and Information 

Be aware of voter suppression laws in your 
state!

Not sure when to register to vote in 
your state? or when the polls will be 
open? Check out “How States are 
Voting?”Using your voice is power. Learn how to engage 

candidates!



Renter and Resident Perspectives



Q&A

Sid Betancourt

sbetancourt@nlihc.org

202-662-1530, x200



Overcoming Voter 
Identification Barriers 

Kat Calvin
Founder

Spread the Vote and Project ID

kat@spreadthevote.org

mailto:kat@spreadthevote.org


Registering Voters in 
Encampments 

Jessica Margeson

Tenant Organizer 

Granite State Organizing Project

Sue Corby

Coordinator

Welcoming Manchester
suecorby2094@gmail.com

jmargeson603@gmail.com

mailto:suecorby2094@gmail.com
mailto:jmargeson603@gmail.com


Our Homes, Our Votes 
Announcements & 
Opportunities

Courtney Cooperman
Housing Advocacy Organizer 

National Low Income Housing Coalition 

ccooperman@nlihc.org

mailto:ccooperman@nlihc.org


Follow the Campaign!

Twitter: @OurHomesVotes

Facebook @OHOV2022

Email: ourhomes@nlihc.org

Website: ourhomes-ourvotes.org

mailto:ourhomes@nlihc.org



