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Step 1: The Gap 
• There are 10.1 million extremely low income renter 

households in U.S; extremely low income in (state) 

(Congressional district) is ____.  

(source: http://nlihc.org/oor/2013) 

• There are only 3 million rental homes that they can 

afford and that are available to them. 

• Thus, the national shortage is 7.1 million rental homes. 

• In (my state) (Congressional District), the gap is ____.  

(source: http://nlihc.org/library/SHP) 
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Example 



Step 2: How to Fill the Gap 
• Fund the National Housing Trust Fund. 

• NHTF can build, preserve, rehabilitate, maintain 

rental housing that is affordable for extremely low 

income renter households. 

• NHTF is a block grant to states that prioritizes how 

to use their funds, i.e. end homelessness, assure 

housing for every ELI person with a disability, etc.  

• If NHTF had $5 billion a year, (my state) would get 

____. (source: http://bit.ly/ZliStB)  
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Step 3: How to Fund the NHTF 
• Through modifying the mortgage interest 

deduction (MID). 

• Lower eligible mortgage to $500,000. The 

percent of mortgages over $500,000 between 

2007 and 2011 was 4%; in (my state), it was 

___%.  

(source: http://bit.ly/ZliV8O)    

• Convert MID to 15% non-refundable tax credit.  
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Step 3, continued  
• These two changes to MID benefit homeowners 

because: 

 The number of homeowners with mortgages who get a 

tax break expands from 39 million to 55 million. 

Of the 16 million homeowners to get new tax cuts, 99% 

have incomes of $100,000 or less. 

• These two changes, phased-in over 5 years,  will 

raise $200 billion over 10 years. 

• This revenue is directed to the NHTF.   
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The Messages 
• It is possible to close the gap (end homelessness) 

without costing the federal government any more 

money. 

• The federal government just needs to use its 

housing subsidies better, with less going to higher 

income people through MID and more going the 

very poorest people through NHTF. 

• Modify the of MID and put the revenue raised into 

the NHTF. 
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