
06/02/2015

THERE IS A FUNDAMENTAL MISMATCH BETWEEN THE WAGES PEOPLE EARN 
AND THE PRICE OF DECENT HOUSING

OUT OF REACH 2015

FACTS OVERVIEW

Less than $15.00

Between $15.00 and $20.00

$20.00 or More

Two-Bedroom Housing Wage

ME
$16.71

NH $20.50
MA $24.64
CT $24.29

NY
$25.67

PA
$17.57

NJ $25.17
DE $21.09
MD $24.64
DC $28.04

VA
$21.10

WV
$13.21

OH
$14.13IN

$14.31

MI
$15.16

IL
$18.78

WI
$15.52

MN
$17.20

IA
$13.46

MO
$14.52

AR
$12.95

LA
$15.48

TX
$16.62

OK
$13.77

KS
$14.54

NE
$13.77

ND
$14.40

SD
$13.41

MT
$13.92

ID
$13.56

WA
$21.69

OR
$16.61

CA
$26.65

AK
$22.55

HI
$31.61

WY
$14.98

CO
$19.89

UT
$15.63

NV
$18.24

AZ
$16.87 NM

$14.84

NC
$14.68TN

$14.41

KY
$13.14

SC
$14.57

GA
$15.71

AL
$13.66

MS
$13.67

FL
$19.47

PR $10.53

RI $18.49

VT $20.68

WAGES NEEDED TO AFFORD RENT ACROSS THE U.S. IN 2015,  
THE  
2-BEDROOM 
NATIONAL 
HOUSING WAGE IS

$19.35
An American household 

must earn at least $19.35 
an hour to afford a 

modest, two-bedroom 
apartment without 

spending more than 
30% of income on rent. 

This wage varies from 
state to state.

MINIMUM-WAGE WORK DOESN’T 
COME CLOSE TO THE FAIR 
MARKET RENT IN MOST AREAS:

Federal  
minimum wage:

Annual 
income:

$7.25 $15,080
2015 Fair Market 
Rent for one-bedroom 
apartment: $806
Number of hours at 
minimum wage needed 
to afford rent: 86

DID YOU KNOW?

1 in 4  
RENTER HOUSEHOLDS

10.3 
million

HOUSEHOLDS 

OR

HAVE INCOMES AT OR BELOW 30% 
OF AREA MEDIAN INCOME (AMI) AND 

CANNOT AFFORD THE RENT

WWW.NLIHC.ORG/OOR

$509

$1,006

Rent affordable at 30% of AMI 2015 two-bedroom Fair Market Rent

Most market rate apartments  
remain out of reach for renters 
at 30% of AMI
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