
VOTER ENGAGEMENT

NATIONAL AND MULTISTATE ORGANIZATIONS: 
African American Health Alliance, Alliance for Housing 
Justice, Alliance for Strong Families and Communities, 
American Association of Service Coordinators, 
Americans with Disabilities Action Planning Team, 
Autistic Self Advocacy Network, B’nai B’rith 
International, Casa de Esperanza: National Latin@ 
Network for Healthy Families and Communities, 
Catholic Charities USA, Catholic Health Association, 
Center for American Progress, Center for Community 
Progress, Center for Popular Democracy, Children’s 
Defense Fund, Children’s HealthWatch, Coalition on 
Human Needs, Community Housing Partners, 
Community Solutions, Consortium for Citizens with 
Disabilities Housing Task Force, Corporation for 
Supportive Housing, Council of Large Public Housing 
Authorities, Council of State Community Development 
Agencies, Enterprise Community Partners, Fahe, Inc., 
Family Promise, Funders Together to End 
Homelessness, Gilbane Development Company, 
Grounded Solutions Network, Habitat for Humanity 
International, Healthy Schools Campaign, Hispanic 
Federation, HomeFree-USA, Housing Assistance 
Council, Housing Justice Center, Housing Policy & Law 
Leaders, Idaho-Nevada Community Development 
Financial Institution, Inc., Illinois-Iowa Center for 
Independent Living, International Center for 
Appropriate and Sustainable Technology, JG 
Consulting Services, Jonathan Rose Companies, 
LeadingAge, Legal Action Center, Local Initiatives 
Support Corporation, Mercy Housing, Inc., National 
Affordable Housing Trust, National AIDS Housing 
Coalition, National Alliance of HUD Tenants, National 
Alliance on Mental Illness, National Alliance to End 
Homelessness, National Association of Construction 
Contractors Cooperative, National Association of 
Housing and Redevelopment Officials, National 
Association of Housing Cooperatives, National 
Association of Local Housing Finance Agencies, 
National Association of Social Workers, National 
Association of Resident Management Corporations, 
National Caucus and Center for Community Economic 
Development, National Center for Transgender 
Equality, National Church Residences, National 
Coalition for Homeless Veterans, National Coalition 
for the Homeless, National Community Development 
Association, National Community Reinvestment 
Coalition, National Council on Agricultural Life and 
Labor Research Fund, Inc., National Disability Rights 
Network, National Fair Housing Alliance, National 
Health Care for the Homeless Council, National 
Housing & Rehabilitation Association, National 
Housing Conference, National Housing Institute/
Shelterforce, National Housing Law Project, National 
Housing Trust, National Law Center on Homelessness 
and Poverty, National Leased Housing Association, 
National LGBTQ Task Force Action Fund, National Low 
Income Housing Coalition, National NeighborWorks 
Association, National Organization for Women, 
National Women’s Law Center, Natural Resources 
Defense Council, NETWORK Lobby for Catholic Social 
Justice, Next Step Network, Inc., PathStone 
Corporation, PolicyLink, Poverty and Race Research 
Action Council, Preservation of Affordable Housing, 
Inc., Prosperity Now, Provincial Council Clerics of Saint 
Viator, Public Housing Authorities Directors 
Association, Rebuilding Together - DC, Alexandria, 
ReFrame Association, RESULTS, The 
Arc, The Leadership Conference on 
Civil and Human Rights, The NHP 
Foundation, Ujima Inc.: The National 
Center on Violence Against Women in 
the Black Community, Up for Growth 
Action, Volunteers of America, ZERO 
TO THREE, ALABAMA: AIDS Alabama, 
Alabama Arise, Arbour Valley 
Development, Ashland Housing 
Development Corporation, Bay Minette 
Housing Authority, Collaborative 
Solutions, Inc., Community Action 
Association of Alabama, Community 
Service Programs of West Alabama, 
Inc., Dynamite Hill-Smithfield 
Community Land Trust, Eutaw Housing 
Authority, Low Income Housing 
Coalition of Alabama, Olympia 
Management, Inc., YWCA Central 
Alabama, ALASKA: Alaska Coalition 
on Housing and Homelessness, Alaska 
Community Development Corporation, 
Cook Inlet Housing Authority, Family 
Promise Mat-Su, ARIZONA: 
Ability360, Administration of 
Resources and Choices, Aris 
Foundation, Arizona ADAPT, Arizona 
Housing Coalition, Arizona Housing, 
Inc., DIRECT Center for Independence, 
Family Housing Resources, Habitat for 
Humanity Central Arizona, HOM, Inc., 
Housing Solutions of Northern 
Arizona, Inc., Labor’s Community 
Service Agency, Living Streets 
Alliance, Marc Community Resources, 
Newtown Community Development 
Corporation, Our Family Services, 
Southwest Fair Housing Council, Verde 
Valley Habitat for Humanity, West 
Valley Neighborhoods Coalition, 
Wildfire: Igniting Community Action to 
End Poverty in Arizona, ARKANSAS: 
Better Community Development, Inc., 
Delta Community Development and 
Law Center, Inc., Fort Smith Housing 
Authority, Johnson County Section 8, 
Magnolia Housing Authority, 
Northwest Regional Housing 
Authority, Rehoboth Community 
Development Corporation University 
District Development Corporation, 
Universal Housing Development 
Corporation, CALIFORNIA: A 
Community of Friends, Abode Commu-
nities, A Lens of Her Own, ArcSource 
Consulting, Inc., Beauty Within - Teen 
Esteem, Bonnewit Development 
Services, BRIDGE Housing, Brilliant 
Corners, Burbank Housing, California 
Coalition for Rural Housing, California 
Housing Partnership, Castillo & 
Company, Center for Independence of 
Individuals with Disabilities, Center for 
Sustainable Neighborhoods, Christian 
Church Homes, Coachella Valley 
Housing Coalition, Democrats of the 
Desert, Destination: Home, Diverse 
and Eclectic Productions, Domestic 
Violence Solutions for Santa Barbara 
County, EAH Housing, East Bay 
Housing Organizations, East San 
Gabriel Valley Coalition for the 
Homeless, Energy and Associates, 
EveryOne Home, Fair Housing Council 
of the San Fernando Valley, Focus 
Strategies, Haven Connect, Homeless 
Resource Council of The Sierras, 
Housing Authority City of Los Angeles, 
Housing Authority of the City of Santa 
Barbara, Housing California, Housing 
on Merit, I Did Something Good Today 
Foundation, Invisible People, JAG 
Interiors, Inc., Los Angeles County 
Development Authority, Laurin 
Associates, LeadingAge California, 
Linc Housing, Little Tokyo Service 
Center, Love Never Fails, Mary 
Erickson Community Housing, 
Montebello Housing Development 
Corporation, Mutual Housing 
California, New Harmony Habitat, 
Non-Profit Housing Association of 
Northern California, North Berkeley 
Neighborhood Alliance, Oakland 
Tenants Union, Office of the City of 
Chico Councilmember Karl Ory. 
Orange County United Way, Park 
Pacific Tower Tenant Community, 
Pathways of Hope, People’s Self-Help 
Housing Corporation, Poly Clean 
Center, Provider Alliance to End 
Homelessness, Pyatok Architects, 
Redwood Gardens Tenant Association, 
Resources for Community 
Development, Rural Community 
Assistance Corporation, Sacramento 
Housing Alliance, Sacramento Regional 
Coalition to End Homelessness, 
Sacred Heart Parish, Seifel Consulting, 
Inc., Shelter Partnership, Inc., Sierra 
Foothills AIDS Foundation, Signature 
Realty Capital Corporation, Single 
Room Occupancy Housing 
Corporation, Sonoma County Housing 
Advocacy Group, South Bay YIMBY, 
Southern California Association of 
Non-Profit Housing, Tenderloin 
Housing Clinic, Tenderloin 
Neighborhood Development 
Corporation, The John Stewart 
Company, The Kennedy Commission, 
The Public Interest Law Project, Time 
for Change Foundation, Townspeople, 
Transition House, U.S. Vets Homeless 
Feeding & Housing Services, Van 
Meter Williams Pollock LLP, Venice 
Community Housing, Ward Economic 
Development Corporation, Western 
Regional Advocacy Project, Women 
Organizing Resources, Knowledge and 
Services, Women’s Empowerment, Xun 
Biosphere Project, COLORADO: 
Amethyst Confectionery, Ascending to 
Health Respite Care, Association for 
Community Living in Boulder & 
Broomfield Counties, CARE Housing, 
Inc., Colorado Coalition for the 
Homeless, Community Restoration 
Partners LLC, Family Promise of 
Greater Denver, Housing Catalyst, 
Housing Colorado, Julesburg Housing 
Authority, Mercy Loan Fund, Metro 
West Housing Solutions, RCH Jones 
Consulting, The Inn Between of 
Longmont, Toolbox Creative, 
CONNECTICUT: Affordable Housing 
Alliance of Connecticut, Avon 
Department of Planning and Communi-
ty, Development, Coalition on Housing 
and Homelessness, Connecticut 
Coalition to End Homelessness, East 
Windsor Housing Authority, Eastern 
Connecticut Housing Opportunities, 
Fairfield County Center for Housing 
Opportunity, Fairfield Housing Authori-
ty, Federation Homes, Housing Authority of the Town 
of Fairfield, Housing Authority of the Town of 
Westport, Neighborhood Housing Services of 
Waterbury, New London Housing Authority, The 
Housing Development Fund, Inc., DELAWARE: Better 
Homes of Seaford, Inc., Division of Human Relations, 
Empowering Single Moms, Inc., Habitat for Humanity 
of New Castle County, Housing Alliance Delaware, 
League of Women Voters of Delaware, League of 
Women Voters of Sussex County, DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA: Archbishop Rivera y Damas Cooperative 
Association, Coalition for Nonprofit Housing and 
Economic Development, Community of Hope, D.C. 
Tenants’ Advocacy Coalition, Jubilee Housing, Inc., 
Latino Economic Development Center, Miriam’s 
Kitchen, N Street Village, PM Advisors LLC, SaveSolar, 
Somerset Development Company, Unity Health Care, 
FLORIDA: A Voice in the Wilderness Empowerment 
Center, Ability Housing, Inc., Advanced Sustainable 
Living LLC, Affordable Homeownership Foundation, 
Inc., Arcadia DeSoto County Habitat for Humanity, 
Better Way of Miami, Inc., Bridging Humanity, Central 
Florida Commission On Homelessness, City of 
Pompano Beach Department of Housing and Social 
Services, Community Reinvestment Alliance of South 
Florida, Cordoba Courts Tenant Association, 
Cornerstone Housing, Inc., Delray Beach Community 
Land Trust, Florida Alliance of Community 
Development Corporations, Inc., Fair Housing Center 
of the Greater Palm Beaches, Florida Housing 
Coalition, Florida Keys Community Land Trust, Florida 
Non-Profit Housing, Inc., Florida Supportive Housing 
Coalition, Grace and Truth Community Development 
Corporation, Habitat for Humanity of Collier County, 
Habitat for Humanity of Pensacola, Habitat for 
Humanity University of Miami Chapter, Hallisky Davis 
& Associates LLC, Hispanic Unity of Florida, Homeless 
Coalition of Polk County, Housing Authority of the 
City of Fort Pierce, Housing Finance Authority of Palm 
Beach County, Housing Opportunities Program, 
Housing Oriented Ministries Established for Service, 
Inc., Housing Partners of Florida LLC, Jericho Road 
Legal Service Ministry, Inc., Manatee County Habitat 
for Humanity, Mission House, Inc., Monroe County 
Homeless Services Continuum of Care, Inc., 
Neighborhood Renaissance, Inc., North Central Florida 
Regional Housing Authority, October 22nd Alliance to 
End Homelessness, Ormond Beach Housing, Pablo 
Towers, Putnam Habitat for Humanity, Saint Johns 
Housing Partnership, Inc., South Florida Community 
Land Trust, Stone Soup Development, Sulzbacher, 
Synergy Center, Trinity Empowerment Consortium, 
Inc., Youth and Family Alternatives, Inc., Wellnesstic 

LLC, GEORGIA: Atlanta Neighborhood Development 
Partnership, Inc., Catholic Charities Atlanta, 
Crossroads Community Ministries, Inc., Down Payment 
Resource, Georgia Advancing Communities Together, 
Inc., Georgia Federation of Democratic Women, 
Georgia Supportive Housing Association, Inc., Habitat 
for Humanity - DeKalb, Hands On Washington, Inc., 
JCVision and Associates, Inc., Mercy Care, Metro Fair 
Housing Services, Inc., NeighborWorks Columbus, 
Sconiers Homeless Preventive Organization, Inc., Skillin 
Marketing Communications, Support Housing LLC, 
Tapestry Development Group, Thomaston Housing 
Authority, HAWAII: Faith Action for Community 
Equity, Gregory House Programs, Hale Kipa, Hale 
Makana O Nanakuli - Mark Development, Inc., Hawai’i 
Alliance for Community-Based Economic Development, 
Hawai’i Appleseed Center for Law & Economic Justice, 
Hawai’i Habitat for Humanity Association, Hawai’i 
Health & Harm Reduction 
Center, Hep Free Hawai’i, 
Office of State Senator 
Stanley Chang, IDAHO: 
Gary E. Hanes & 
Associates LLC, Habitat 
for Humanity of Idaho 
Falls Area, Idaho Asset 
Building Network, Nez 
Perce Tribal Enterprises, 
ILLINOIS: A Little Bit of 
Heaven, Action Ridge, 
AIDS Foundation of 
Chicago, Alliance to End 
Homelessness in Suburban 
Cook County, Blessed 
Virgin Mary Sisters, 
Brinshore Development, 
Center for Changing 
LivesChicago Area Fair 
Housing, Center for 
Housing and Health, 
Chicago Coalition for the 
Homeless, Chicago House 
and Social Service Agency, 
Chicago Rehab Network, 
City View Heights 
Development, Community 
and Economic 
Development Association 
of Cook County, Inc., 
Community Partners for 
Affordable Housing, Inc., 
Connections for the 
Homeless, Consumer 
Credit Counseling Service 
of Northern Illinois, 
Disability Resource 
Center, DuPagePads, 
Embrace Living 
Communities, Enterprise 
Community Asset 
Management, Inc., 
Enterprise Community 
Partners - Chicago, Full 
Circle Communities, Inc., Health & Medicine Policy 
Research Group, HEAR US, Inc., Hispanic Housing 
Development Corporation, Hope Fair Housing Center, 
Housing Action Illinois, Housing Choice Partners, 

Housing Opportunities & Maintenance for the Elderly 
(H.O.M.E.), Housing Plus NFP, Illinois Housing Council, 
Impact Behavioral Health Partners, Leasing & 
Management Company, Inc., Lightengale Group, LINC, 
Inc., LUCHA, Manufactured Home Owners Association 
of Illinois, National Alliance on Mental Illness 
Northwest Suburban, Next Steps, North/Northwest 
Suburban Task Force on Supportive, Housing for 
Individuals with Mental Illness, Partners In Community 
Building, Inc., Project IRENE (Illinois Religious Engaging 
in Nonviolent Endeavors), Project NOW, Inc. 
Community Action Agency, South Suburban Housing 
Center, Springfield Center for Independent Living, 
Springfield Housing Authority, Stopping Woman Abuse 
Now, Supportive Housing Providers Association, Tria 
Adelfi LLC, Unity Parenting and Counseling, Inc., 
Vennmedia: A Nonprofit Media Enterprise, Wilmette 
Justice Team,  INDIANA: Coburn Place Safe Haven, 
Habitat for Humanity of Northwest Indiana, HAND, 
Inc., Kirkpatrick Management Company, Mapleton Fall 
Creek Development Corporation, Mental Health 
America of West Central Indiana, Prosperity Indiana, 
The Englewood Group, IOWA: Family Promise of 
Greater Des Moines, Humility Homes and Services, 
Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence, Polk 
County Housing Trust Fund, Sisters of Saint Francis 
– Clinton, KANSAS: Homestead Affordable Housing, 
Inc., Interfaith Housing and Community Services, Inc., 
Kansas Statewide Homeless Coalition, KENTUCKY: 
AU Associates, Inc., Homeless and Housing Coalition 
of Kentucky, Kentucky Equal Justice Center, Kentucky 
Habitat for Humanity, People’s Self-Help Housing, Inc.,  
River City Housing, Inc., Shelter of Hope, Inc., 
LOUISIANA: BGC Advantage LLC, Greater New 
Orleans Fair Housing Action Center, Greater New 
Orleans Housing Alliance, Habitat for Humanity of 
Saint Tammany West, Home by Hand, HousingLOUISI-
ANA, HousingNOLA, Image Changers, Inc., Louvis 
Services, Inc., Lower 9th Ward Homeownership 
Association, New Horizons, Inc., Operation 
Restoration, Providence Community Housing, Shelter 
Resources, Inc., Terrebonne Parish Consolidated 
Government, Union Parish Section 8 Housing, UNITY 
of Greater New Orleans, MAINE: 3i Supportive 
Housing LLC, ABG Consulting LLC, ARCH Beta 
Apartments, Auburn Housing Authority, Brunswick 
Housing Authority, Chateau Cushnoc, Coastal 
Enterprises, Inc., Community Housing of Maine, CWS 
Architects, Fair Tide, Ganneston Construction 
Corporation, Maine Affordable Housing Coalition, 
Maine Resident Service Coordination Association, 
Portland Housing Authority, Preble Street, 
Preservation Management, Raise-Op Housing 

Cooperative, Saint Ansgar Lutheran Church, Shalom 
House, Inc., The Szanton Company, Volunteers of 
America Northern New England, MARYLAND: 
Advocacy and Training Center, Asian-American 
Homeownership Counseling, Inc., Creative Clayworks, 
Disability Rights Maryland, Foundation Housing, GMC 
Joint Venture LLC, Govans Ecumenical Development 
Corporation, Green & Healthy Homes Initiative, 
Habitat for Humanity Choptank, Heritage Housing 
Partners Corporation, Homes for America, Housing 
Opportunities Commission of Montgomery County, 
Howard County Housing Commission, Interfaith 
Housing Alliance, Inc., Lighthouse Property 
Management, Ltd., Loyola University Maryland, 
Maryland ADAPT, Maryland Affordable Housing 
Coalition, Oxford Planning Group LLC, Seasoned 
Partners, Wurzbacher and Associates, 
MASSACHUSETTS: Alliance of Cambridge Tenants, 

Asian Community Development Corporation, Autism 
Housing Pathways, Boston Tenant Coalition, 
Cambridge Economic Opportunity Committee, Casa 
Myrna Vazquez, Central Berkshire Habitat For 

Humanity, Chelsea Housing Authority, Citizens’ 
Housing and Planning Association, Inc., Disability 
Resource Center, Inc., Fenway Community 
Development Corporation, Haverhill Housing 
Authority, Hearth, Inc., Housing Assistance 
Corporation, Immigrant Service Providers Group/
Health, Massachusetts Association of Community 
Development, Corporations, Massachusetts Coalition 
for the Homeless, Massachusetts Law Reform 
Institute, Massachusetts Transgender Political 
Coalition, Metro Housing|Boston, North Shore Moving 
Market, Norwood Housing Authority, Pine Street Inn, 
Regional Housing Network of Massachusetts, The 
Caleb Group, Uniting Citizens for Housing 
Affordability in Newton, Urban Edge, Windham & 
Windsor Housing Trust, Worcester Common Ground, 
Inc., MICHIGAN: Building the Engine of Community 
Development in Detroit, Capital Area Housing 
Partnership, Community Action House, Community 
Economic Development Association of Michigan, 
Community Housing Network, Inc., Detroit Community 
Solutions, Greenhouse Tenant Council, Habitat for 
Humanity Detroit, Habitat for Humanity of Michigan, 
Habitat for Humanity of Oakland County, Humble 
Design, Ingham County Treasurer, Interfaith 
Hospitality Network, Kalamazoo County Treasurer, 
Lapeer Housing Commission, Local Initiatives Support 
Corporation Michigan Statewide, Michigan 
Association of Service Coordinators, Michigan 
Coalition Against Homelessness, Michigan Community 
Action, Michigan Disability Rights Coalition, Michigan 
Historic Preservation Network, Pennies from Heaven 
Foundation, SafeHouse Center, Saginaw Housing 
Commission, Service, Employment, and Redevelop-
ment Metro-Detroit, Shelter Association of 
Washtenaw County, The Pokagon Fund, United Tenant 
Council of Councils, United Way of Washtenaw 
County, Washtenaw Housing AllianceHope Network, 
MINNESOTA: Alliance Housing, Center City Housing 
Corporation, Central Minnesota Re-entry Project, 
CHUM, Churches United for the Homeless, 
Community Stabilization Project, Ecolibrium3, 
Episcopal Homes of Minnesota, HOME Line, Housing 
for All, Integrated Community Solutions, Inc., 
IntegratedService LLC, Metropolitan Consortium of 
Community Developers, Metropolitan Interfaith 
Council on Affordable Housing, Michael Carbone 
Consulting Services LLC, Minneapolis Highrise 
Representative Council, Minnesota Homeownership 
Center, Minnesota Housing Partnership, Minnesota 
Interfaith Coalition for Affordable Housing, Minnesota 
Interfaith Coalition for Affordable Housing, Northeast 
Chapter, Neighbors, Inc., North Star Treasury LLC, One 

Roof Community Housing, Our Spring Lake Store LLC, 
Rice County Habitat for Humanity, Saint Ambrose 
Social Justice Committee, Saint Stephen’s Human 
Services, Solid Ground, Women’s Advocates, 
MISSISSIPPI: Covenant Community Development 
Corporation, Covenant Faith Outreach Ministries, Inc., 
Delta Housing Development Corporation, MISSOURI: 
Columbia Housing Authority, East Missouri Action 
Agency, Inc., Empower Missouri, Habitat for Humanity 
of Springfield, Habitat for Humanity St. Louis, Hispanic 
Economic Development Corporation, Horizon Housing 
Development Company, Housing Authority City of 
Jefferson, Independence Housing Authority, New 
Beginnings Apartments, Places for People, Inc., 
Pleasant Hill First Christian Church, Saint Charles 
County Housing Assistance Program, Saint Patrick 
Center, Sanctuary In The Ordinary, Sisters of the Most 
Precious Blood of Fallon, The Whole Person, Urban 

Neighborhood Initiative, 
Vecino Group, 
MONTANA: Habitat for 
Humanity of Flathead 
Valley, Montana Fair 
Housing, Montana 
Housing Coalition, 
NeighborWorks Montana, 
NEBRASKA: Cirrus 
House, Hall County 
Housing Authority, 
Housing Foundation for 
Sarpy County, Kearney 
Housing Agency, 
Nebraska Housing 
Developers Association, 
Retirement Housing 
Foundation’s Malone 
Manor, Sisters of Mercy 
West Midwest 
Community, Women’s 
Empowering Life Line, 
NEVADA: Acting in 
Community Together in 
Organizing Northern 
Nevada (ACTIONN), 
George Gekakis, Inc., 
Marble Manor Resident 
Council, Nevada 
Homeless Alliance, 
Nevada Housing 
Coalition, Nevada Rural 
Housing Authority, Praxis 
Consulting Group LLC, 
NEW HAMPSHIRE: 
Affordable Housing, 
Education and 
Development, Inc., CATCH 
Neighborhood Housing, 
Chamber Collaborative of 
Greater Portsmouth, 
Concord Coalition to End 
Homelessness, Cross 
Roads House, Inc., Family 
Promise of Southern New 

Hampshire, Fellowship Housing Opportunities, Inc., 
Greater Seacoast Community Health, Housing Action 
New Hampshire, JSA Architecture, Keene Housing, 
Lakes Region Community Developers, Leading Age 

Maine & New Hampshire, NeighborWorks Southern 
New Hampshire, New Hampshire Coalition to End 
Homelessness, New Hampshire Community Loan 
Fund, Southwestern Community Services, NEW 
JERSEY: Bergen Volunteers, Bridges Outreach, 
Camden County Council on Economic Opportunity, 
Inc., Cathedral Kitchen, Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of Newark, Center for Urban Research 
and Education, Rutgers University - Camden, 
Collaborative Support Programs of New Jersey, Inc., 
Community Access Unlimited, Crescent Park Senior 
Citizens Housing, Diocesan Housing Services 
Corporation of the Diocese of Camden, Inc., Diocese 
of Camden, DuBois Douglass Strategies, Haven House 
at Saint John of God, HomeFront, Homeless Solutions, 
Inc., Homes for All Newark, Homes of Montclair 
Ecumenical Corporation, Housing Alliance of Morris 
County, Housing & Community Development Network 
of New Jersey, HQM Properties, Inc., Hudson County 
Housing Resource Center, Inc., Jewish Family Service 
and Children’s Center of Clifton-Passaic, La Casa de 
Don Pedro, Manufactured Home Owners Association 
of New Jersey, Mental Health Association in New 
Jersey, Mind Health Connection a New Jersey 
Nonprofit Corporation, Monarch Housing Associates, 
Moorestown Ecumenical Neighborhood Development, 
Inc., Morris Habitat for Humanity, Inc., Neighborhood 
Assistance Office, New Community Corporation, New 
Jersey Association of Mental Health and Addiction 
Agencies, Inc., New Jersey Association on Correction, 
New Jersey Coalition to End Homelessness, New 
Jersey Tenants Organization, Newark Water Coalition, 
Northern New Jersey NOW, Northern Ocean Habitat 
for Humanity, Office of State Senator Troy Singleton, 
Pavilion Tenant Association, Pleasantville Community 
Development Corporation, Projects for Environmental 
Health, Knowledge, & Action, Inc., Raritan Valley 
Habitat for Humanity, Region Nine Housing 
Corporation, Stonegate at Saint Stephens, Supportive 
Housing Association of New Jersey, The Village 
Apartments of Cherry Hill, Transition Professionals, 
Unified Vailsburg Services Organization, Urban League 
of Essex County, Victorian Towers Urban Renewal, 
Village at Saint Peter’s Senior Housing, WomenRising, 
Inc., Woodmere Senior Citizens Housing, NEW 
MEXICO: Community Against Violence, Inc., El 
Refugio, Inc., Family Promise of Albuquerque, Greater 
Albuquerque Housing Partnership, Heading Home, 
High Mountain Youth Project of Lincoln County, 
Mesilla Valley Community of Hope, New Mexico 
Coalition to End Homelessness, NewLife Homes, One 
Door, Saint Elizabeth Shelters & Supportive Housing, 
Silver City Gospel Mission, Supportive Housing 

Coalition of New Mexico, Valle del Sol of New Mexico, 
NEW YORK: 334 East 92nd Street Tenant 
Association, AIM Independent Living Center, Albany 
Community Land Trust, Arbor Housing and 
Development, Association for Mental Health and 
Wellness, AW Development LLC, Barb Lamphere 
Consulting, Beyond Shelter Coalition of West Side 
Synagogues, for Permanent Affordable Housing for 
Low Income and Homeless New Yorkers, Center for 
Disability Rights, Center for New York City 
Neighborhoods, Central Park Gardens Tenants’ 
Association, CMC Development Group, Coalition for 
the Homeless, Columbia Opportunities, Inc., 
Community Advocates, Inc., Community Development 
Corporation of Long Island, Community League of the 
Heights, Inc., Community Service Society of New York, 
Concern for Independent Living, Inc., Cypress Hills 
Local Development Corporation, Disability Awareness 
Training, Geel Community Services, Inc., Goshow 
Architects, Greater Gordon Heights Chamber of 
Commerce, Greater Syracuse Tenants Network, 
Habitat for Humanity of New York City, Habitat for 
Humanity of Ontario County, Habitat for Humanity of 
Tompkins and Cortland Counties, HANAC, Inc., HELP 
USA, Housing Visions Unlimited, Inc., Hudson River 
Housing, Inc., IMPACCT Brooklyn, Independent Living 
Center of the Hudson Valley, Kenfield-Langfield 
Resident Council, Keuka Housing Council, Inc., Lantern 
Community Services, Leviticus Fund, Long Island 
Housing Services, Inc., Mohawk Indian Housing 
Corporation, Mount Vernon United Tenants, 
Neighborhood Coalition for Shelter, New Destiny 
Housing Corporation, New York City Department of 
Housing Preservation, and Development, New York 
County Democratic Committee, New York Housing 
Conference, New York State Association for 
Affordable Housing, New York State Rural Housing 
Coalition, New York State Tenants and Neighbors, 
Newburgh Housing Authority, Norwich Housing 
Authority, Partners Ending Homelessness, RiseBoro 
Community Partnership, Rochester Housing Authority, 
RUPCO, Inc., Rutgers Houses Resident Association, 
Saugerties Public Housing Agency, Selfhelp Realty 
Group, South Country Community Land Trust, 
Southtowns Rural Preservation Company, Inc., 
Stratford Tower Tenants Association, Supportive 
Housing Network of New York, Teaching & Restoring 
Youth, Inc., Tenants Political Action Committee, The 
Bluestone Organization, The Disaster Law Project, The 
Housing Council at PathStone, The New School, Unity 
House of Troy, Inc., Upper West Side MoveOn/
Indivisible Action Group, V&A Life Science 
Corporation, Westgate Tenants Association, NORTH 
CAROLINA: Affordable Housing Management, Inc., 
Asheville Area Habitat for Humanity, Brunswick 
Housing Opportunities, Inc., Community Home Trust, 
Community Link, Davidson Housing Coalition, 
Disability Rights North Carolina, Families Together, 
Greensboro Housing Coalition, Habitat for Humanity 
of Goldsboro-Wayne, Habitat for Humanity of Greater 
Greensboro, Habitat for Humanity of Orange County, 
Helping Homeless to Housing, North Carolina Housing 
Coalition, North Carolina Justice Center, Olive Hill 
Community Economic Development Corporation, Inc., 
SAGE Raleigh LGBT Senior Housing Initiative, NORTH 
DAKOTA: Community Action Partnership of North 
Dakota, Grand Forks Housing Authority, Native 

Community Development, Inc., OHIO: 
Barbara Poppe and Associates, 
Bethany House Services, CHN 
Housing Partners, Cincinnati Metropol-
itan Housing Authority, Coalition on 
Homelessness and Housing in Ohio, 
Community Housing Solutions, East 
Cleveland Transitional Housing, EDEN, 
Inc., Fair Housing Resource Center, 
Famicos Foundation, Home Is The 
Foundation, Homeport, Hope 
Whispers Community Organization, 
Inc., Lowenstein Development LLC, 
Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry, 
Maumee Valley Habitat for Humanity, 
Mt. Auburn Good Housing Foundation, 
Neighborhood Housing Partnership of 
Greater Springfield, Ohio Community 
Development Corporation Association, 
Over-the-Rhine Community Housing, 
The City Mission, People’s Platform for 
Equality and Justice Movement, The 
Partnership Center, Ltd., Wallick 
Communities, Westland Ecumenical 
Community Food Pantry, Working in 
Neighborhoods, OKLAHOMA: 
Community Action Agency of 
Oklahoma City and Oklahoma/
Canadian Counties, Inc., Housing 
Authority of Sayre, Mental Health 
Association Oklahoma, OREGON: 
CASA of Oregon, Cascadia Behavioral 
Healthcare, Central City Concern, 
Home Forward, Innovative Housing, 
Inc., Meyer Memorial Trust, Northwest 
Pilot Project, Oregon Housing Alliance, 
ROSE Community Development 
Corporation, Salazar Architect, Inc., 
Southeast Portland Renters in Action, 
Transition Projects, Inc., Willamette 
Neighborhood Housing Services, 
Women’s International League for 
Peace & Freedom Portland, 
PENNSYLVANIA: Action Wellness, 
Allegheny County Housing Authority, 
Allentown Housing Authority, CareLink 
Community Support Services, Center 
of Independent Living of North Central 
Pennsylvania, Center for Leadership, 
Development and Advocacy, Chester 
County Department of Community 
Development, Community Action 
Committee of the Lehigh Valley, 
Community Advocates of Montgomery 
County, Erie United Methodist 
Alliance, Inc., Fayette County 
Community Action Agency, H.E.L.P. 
Philadelphia, Habitat for Humanity of 
Greater Pittsburgh, HACE 
Management Company, Housing 
Alliance of Pennsylvania, Housing 
Authority of Chester County, Housing 
Development Corporation MidAtlantic, 
Integra Home Counseling, Inc., Mental 
Health Association of Northwestern, 
PENNSYLVANIA: Pennsylvania 
Association of Housing and 
Redevelopment Agencies, Perry 
Housing Partnership, Philadelphia 
Association of Community 
Development Corporations, Project 
HOME, Public Health Management 
Corporation, Tabor Community 
Services,  PUERTO RICO: Coalición de 
Coaliciones Pro Personas sin Hogar de 
Puerto Rico, Inc., One Stop Career 
Center of Puerto Rico, Inc., RHODE 
ISLAND: Blackstone Valley Advocacy 
Center, Community Housing Land 
Trust of Rhode Island, Foster Forward, 
Homes RI, House of Hope Community 
Development Corporation, Housing 
Network of Rhode Island, Housing 
Opportunities for People Everywhere, 
HousingWorks Rhode Island, 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors RI, ONE 
Neighborhood Builders, Pawtucket 
Central Falls Development 
Corporation, Peoples Redevelopment 
Corporation, Providence Preservation 
Society, Rhode Island Coalition for the 
Homeless, Rhode Island Homeless 
Advocacy Project, Signs of Providence, 
Smith Hill Community Development 
Corporation, South County Habitat for 
Humanity, United Way of Rhode 
Island, Washington County 
Community Development Corporation, 
SOUTH CAROLINA: Berean Communi-
ty Development Corporation, Habitat 
for Humanity of York County, South 
Carolina Appleseed Legal Justice 
Center, SOUTH DAKOTA: 1008 
Solutions, Oglala Sioux Tribe 
Partnership for Housing, Inc., 
TENNESSEE: BEST Real Estate 
Company, Clarksville Montgomery 
County Crisis Intervention, Inc., 
Clinch-Powell Resource Conservation 
and Development Council, Community 
Bridges, Inc., Creative Compassion, 
Inc., Habitat For Humanity of Greater 
Memphis, Holston Habitat for 
Humanity, Memphis-Shelby County 
Healthy Homes Partnership, New Level 
Community Development Corporation, 
People’s Alliance for Transit, Housing, 
and Employment, Restoration Time 
Family and Youth Services, Tennessee 
Valley Coalition to End Homelessness, 
United Housing, Inc., Vision Heirs, Inc., 
TEXAS: ADAPT of Texas, Affordable 
Homes of South Texas, Inc., Austin 
Habitat for Humanity, Avenue 
Community Development Corporation, 
Business & Community Lenders of 
Texas, Center for Civic and Public 
Policy Improvement, Central Texas 
Housing Consortium, Harlingen 
Community Development Corporation, 
Housing Authority of the City of 
Austin, Housing Opportunities of Fort 
Worth, Inc., Houston Housing 
Authority, J. DePenning Consulting, 
Inc., Merced Housing Texas, Midland 
Community Development Corporation, 
NeighborWorks Laredo, New Hope 
Housing, Inc., North Texas Fair 
Housing Center, Personal Attendant 
Coalition of Texas, Project LIFT, REACH 
Resource Centers on Independent 
Living in Fort Worth, Dallas, Denton, 
and Plano, Rockhaven Ministries, Inc., 
SouthFair Community Development 
Corporation, Texas Association of 
Community Development 
Corporations, Texas Homeless 
Network, Texas Housers, Texas 
Tenants’ Union, The Arc of Texas, 
Valley AIDS Council, Women Opting 
for More Affordable Housing Now, Inc.,  
UTAH: AAA Fair Credit Foundation, 
Bonneville MultiFamily Capital, 
Crossroads Urban Center, Davis 
Community Housing Authority, Habitat 
for Humanity of Summit & Wasatch 

Counties, Housing Authority of Utah County, Living 
With Pride, NAACP Salt Lake Branch, National Alliance 
on Mental Illness Utah, NeighborWorks Mountain 
Country Home Solutions, Open Doors, Restore Utah, 
Rocky Mountain Community Reinvestment 
Corporation, Self-Help Homes, Utah Housing 
Coalition, Voices for Utah Children, VERMONT: 
Cathedral Square Corporation, Champlain Housing 
Trust, Committee on Temporary Shelter, Downstreet 
Housing & Community Development, Lamoille Housing 
Partnership, Twin Pines Housing Trust, Vermont 
Affordable Housing Coalition, Vermont Housing 
Finance Agency, Vermont Interfaith Action,  VIRGINIA: 
Arlington Retirement Housing Corporation - Culpepper 
Garden, Better Housing Coalition, Blue Ridge 
Independent Living Center, Bristol Redevelopment & 
Housing Authority, Cornerstones, Council for 
Affordable and Rural Housing, Designed by Ikra Rafi, 
Dominion Due Diligence Group, Mid-Atlantic 
Affordable Housing Management Association, 
Northern Virginia Affordable Housing Alliance, 
Piedmont Housing Alliance, SewTime, Shelter House, 
Virginia Center for Housing Research at Virginia Tech, 
Virginia Community Development Corporation, Virginia 
Housing Alliance, Virginia Housing Development 
Authority, Wesley Housing Development Corporation, 
WASHINGTON: Bellwether Housing, Capitol Hill 
Housing, Catholic Charities Housing Services, 
Community Action Center, Everett Housing Authority, 
Homeward Bound, Housing Development Consortium 
of Seattle-King County, Housing Opportunities of 
Southwest Washington, Next Step Housing, 
Northwest Harvest, Northwest Native Development 
Fund, OPAL Community Land Trust, Parallax 
Perspectives, Resident Action Project, Seattle 
University’s Project on Family Homelessness, Seattle/
King County Coalition on Homelessness, Shepherds 
Transformation Mansions Homeless Program, Solid 
Ground, Washington Initiative, Washington Low 
Income Housing Alliance, Washington State Housing 
Finance Commission, WEST VIRGINIA: Cabell 
Huntington Coalition for the Homeless, West Virginia 
Coalition to End Homelessness, WISCONSIN: 
DLoumos Consulting, Homeless Services Consortium 
of Dane County, IndependenceFirst, Madison Area 
Community Land Trust, Marshfield Community 
Development Authority, Milwaukee Habitat for 
Humanity, Oshkosh-Winnebago County Housing 
Authority, Pathfinders Milwaukee, Inc., Stepping 
Stones of Dane County, Sunny Side Development, 
Wild Rivers Habitat for Humanity, Wisconsin Faith 
Voices for Justice, Wisconsin Housing First Coalition, 
Wisconsin Partnership for Housing Development, Inc.

We urge you to ask each presidential candidate how they would 
address the nation’s housing and homelessness crisis.  

Our country is in the grips of a severe and pervasive housing 
affordability crisis. Nationally, there is a shortage of 7 million homes 
affordable and available to the lowest-income renters. Rents have risen 
faster than renters’ incomes over the last two decades, and while more 
people are renting than ever, the supply of housing has lagged. Fewer 
than four affordable and available rental homes exist for every 10 of 
the lowest-income renter households nationwide. As a result, record-
breaking numbers of people cannot afford decent homes. Every state 
and community – urban, rural, or suburban – is impacted. 

So far, 15 presidential candidates have released major housing 
plans or other housing proposals to address the housing crisis. 
They are talking about these plans on the campaign trail - in town 
halls, forums, and meetings in New Hampshire, Iowa, and beyond. 
People in America need to hear all presidential candidates share what 
they will do to make homes affordable to the tens of millions who are 
struggling to keep roofs over their heads or who have no homes at all. 

This is an issue of paramount importance to voters. According 
to a recent national public opinion poll, 60% of people say housing 
affordability is a serious problem where they live, up 21 points from 
2016. Over 61% of people report having to make at least one sacrifice 
in the past three years because they were struggling with housing 
costs, such as cutting back on learning activities for their child, 
nutritious food, or healthcare.

Strong majorities of the public expect solutions – 83% say elected 
officials are not paying enough attention to the cost of housing 
and the need for more affordable housing. Nearly 8 in 10 people in 
America say the president should “take major action” to make housing 
more affordable for low-income families. And 91% of Democratic voters 
say they are more likely to vote for candidates who have detailed 
plans for making housing more affordable.

When people have stable, accessible, affordable homes, lives 
dramatically improve, economic productivity is stronger, and 
our nation is more just and equitable. Voters want our leaders 
to address affordable housing, and they need to know where the 
candidates stand. 

As you prepare for the January Democratic debate, we urge you 
to ask each candidate the question on the minds of voters: How 
will you address the nation’s affordable housing crisis? 

To: CNN, Des Moines Register, and moderators 
of the next presidential candidate debate:

To see a complete list of the signatories, visit: ourhomes-ourvotes.org/sign-on-letter

BECAUSE HOUSING IS BUILT WITH BALLOTS

OUR HOMES, OUR VOTES

Voters care deeply 
about solutions to the 
affordable housing 

and homelessness crisis, 
but to make informed voting 
choices between candidates, 
they need to know where 
candidates stand. To inform 
them, Our Home, Our Votes: 
2020, NLIHC’s nonpartisan 
voter and candidate 
engagement project, has 
raised the visibility of the 
affordable housing and 
homelessness crisis in the 
2020 presidential elections. 

All major candidates released plans to combat the affordable 
housing crisis—a groundbreaking development for the housing 
movement. There has also been unprecedented media coverage 
of the issue.  

NLIHC President and CEO Diane Yentel was quoted in a New 
York Times article on the unique moment in the movement:  

Our Homes, Our Votes: 2020 has engaged in many activities to 
engage candidates and the media. NLIHC and partners have 
met with and educated candidates, urging them to put forward 
comprehensive plans to the crisis; pushed moderators to 
ask candidates for their solutions; and coordinated with the 
Congressional Black Caucus Institute as they prepared to host a 
debate. 

More than 1,000 organizations signed a letter to debate 
moderators, urging them to ask presidential candidates how 
they would address the affordable housing crisis. This letter was 
sent to moderators of each debate in the Democratic presidential 
primary and was even featured as a full-page advertisement in 
the Los Angeles Times in December 2019 and in the Des Moines 
Register in January 2020. The strategy worked. An affordable 
housing question was asked in the November presidential 
debate in Atlanta and three candidates—Tom Steyer, Senator 
Elizabeth Warren (D-MA), and Senator Cory Booker (D-NJ)—
answered, with many more hands raised. During the February 
25 debate in South Carolina, moderator Major Garrett, host of 
CBS’s 60 Minutes, posed a question submitted through Twitter 
to Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN): “How will your policy 
address and ensure affordable housing and education equity 
for minimum wage workers?” All candidates answered the 
question. Additionally, Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) mentioned 
homelessness and affordable housing in almost all of the 
debates.  

In partnership with Housing Action NH and Polk County 
Housing Trust Fund in Iowa, Our Homes, Our Votes engaged 
candidates in advance of the first-in-the-nation primaries and 
caucuses in tours, forums, candidate intercepts, and more.  
See more details at: 
https://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/newhampshire and 
https://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/iowa  

Our Homes, Our Votes: 2020 also organized and participated 
in a series of events in Los Angeles. Secretary Julian Castro 
joined NLIHC President & CEO Diane Yentel in a tour of Skid 
Row followed by a policy conversation about Los Angeles’ 
homelessness crisis. The tour was organized with partners 
from the Downtown Women’s Center, Homeless Health Care 
Los Angeles, the Inner City Law Center, and Mayors & CEOs for 
U.S. Housing Investment. Suzette Shaw, a Skid Row resident 
and activist, led the tour. Representative Beto O’Rourke also 
participated in a tour of Skid Row at the Downtown Women’s 
Center with Diane and Our Homes, Our Votes: 2020. Senator Amy 
Klobuchar participated in a tour of an affordable housing facility 
in Los Angeles and participated in a policy conversation with 
Our Homes, Our Votes: 2020 and local housing advocates. See 
more at: https://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/the-candidates  

THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL: 
PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ENGAGEMENT RECAP

An affordable housing question was asked 
in the November presidential debate 

“To the extent that housing has ever been talked about in previous 

presidential campaigns, it’s almost always been related to middle-class 

homeownership,” said Diane Yentel, president and chief executive of 

the National Low Income Housing Coalition. “This time, it’s almost 

entirely about the housing needs for lowest-income renters and people 

experiencing homelessness, where the solutions are most needed.”

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/03/us/politics/housing-homelessness-2020-democrats.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/03/us/politics/housing-homelessness-2020-democrats.html
https://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/newhampshire
https://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/iowa
https://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/iowa
https://www.ourhomes-ourvotes.org/the-candidates
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/03/us/politics/housing-homelessness-2020-democrats.html
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VOTER ENGAGEMENT

15  TENANT TALK

Clergy Leaders Register Voters 
and Meet with Candidates in New 
Hampshire 

The Granite State Organizing Project (GSOP) builds power 
necessary to create lasting social and economic justice 
in New Hampshire, mostly in the south-central part 

of the state. One way the project accomplishes this goal is by 
organizing voter education and registration initiatives and get-
out-the-vote campaigns. The project has always worked with its 
members, including clergy, in engaging low-income renters, but 
this year its strategies have shifted due to COVID-19. 

As in years past, GSOP has encouraged member congregations 
to commit to be 100% voting congregations. This year, GSOP is 
working with clergy to match their congregation lists with voter 
lists to see who needs to register or update registrations. The 
clergy then ask congregation members to make the necessary 
changes to become registered voters.  

One challenge the project has faced is that volunteer leaders 
have steep learning curves around using technology for 
outreach and engagement efforts. GSOP has learned to be 
creative in encouraging members to participate in voter 
engagement efforts, providing online trainings, texting 
technology platforms, and social media tools. 

GSOP has also organized candidate events. The group held 
meetings with presidential and gubernatorial candidates and 
will be hosting a meeting with Senator Jeanne Shaheen’s (D) 
opponent Corky Messner (R) in September.  Faith leaders 
will discuss the impact of COVID-19 on members of their 
congregation, about housing needs and economic security 
issues, and about what they are doing to address the needs. 
Conversations with candidates on housing and poverty issues 
are critical in holding leaders accountable. 

Philadelphia disAbilty Services’ 
Your Voices Matter, Your Vote 
Matters Campaign 

The Philadelphia Department of Behavioral Health and 
Intellectual disAbility Services’ (DBHIDS) Housing and 
Residential Services Unit has been engaging its residents 

in electoral activities throughout 2020 through the Your Voices 
Matter, Your Vote Matters campaign. The campaign was created 
to engage residents of affordable housing in advocacy work. 
The director of the Housing and Residential Services Unit, Joyce 
Sacco, started the campaign because she believes voting is a first 
step to engage residents in advocacy efforts, and participation 
in advocacy is critical if residents want their needs met through 
policy solutions.  

The goal of the Your Vote Matters, Your Voices Matter campaign 
was to register all interested participants within the DBHIDS 
Housing and Residential Services Unit to vote in time for 
the primary election (April 28) and general election and to 
educate them on how to vote. Progress has been made on 
both fronts. DBHIDS hosted a voter registration information 
session w/ NLIHC and Project Home in February with the goal 
of encouraging housing providers to bring voter engagement 
activities to their residences. The training was so successful it 
will be offered to all providers at Community Behavioral Health/
DBHIDS programs in mid-September.  

DBHIDS staff have also been attending various voter-
registration trainings and voter rights webinars provided by 
the County Board of Elections. The staff can then relay the 
information to providers so that providers educate participants 
on the most up-to-date election information. In addition to 
attending trainings, DBHIDS staff have been working with 
Project Home to create a voter registration link to track how 
many individuals are helped with registration for the 2020 
general election. Lastly, staff will have access to iPads so they can 
easily register voters with minimal exposure and effort. 

Creating a culture of advocacy within DBHIDS Residential and 
Housing sites is possible by empowering participants to be a 
part of an electoral process which provides value, self-worth 
and resiliency. The hope is that these efforts will help DBHIDS 
identify peer leaders to lead to a discussion on creating a peer-
led Housing Advisory Board, storytelling initiatives to highlight 
the services participants receive, and other peer-led activities.   



“CANDIDATES DON’T CARE ABOUT PEOPLE LIKE ME.” 

“I’VE NEVER VOTED BEFORE.” 

“CANDIDATES SHOULD COME DOWN TO THE SHELTER 
AND TALK TO PEOPLE SO THEY UNDERSTAND WHAT 
WE’RE GOING THROUGH.” 

“GETTING REGISTERED TO VOTE IS THE LAST PRIORITY 
FOR SOMEONE WHO IS JUST TRYING TO GET 
HOUSING.” 

“I WISH THEY KNEW THAT WE JUST WANT A SECOND 
CHANCE.” 

We’re recording staff and residents at the renovated Swayze Court 
Apartments, a permanent supportive housing complex developed 
by Communities First, Inc. near downtown Flint, Michigan. This 
is part of a video on the 2020 election being produced by our 
organization, the Michigan Coalition Against Homelessness with 
our homeless response system. We’re supposed to be capturing 
excited, energized people ready to march down to their polling 
station once early voting starts on Sept 24 to cast their ballot with 
what we feel is an undeniable American right.  

Only, that’s not what we keep hearing. It was the same last month 
in Pontiac, Michigan at the Hope Warming Center, the low-barrier 
shelter in the affluent Oakland County. Folks look into our camera 
again and again and report that they feel as though their elected 
officials have forgotten about them. 

The Michigan Coalition Against Homelessness began our first 
foray into election work shortly before COVID-19 hit with the 
goal of educating homeless and housing insecure individuals 
seeking support from one of the state’s 600+ service providers. 
We wanted to make sure they were informed about the new state 
election laws that gave them automatic voter registration when 
they received their state ID, or that they could now request an 
absentee ballot for any reason, or that they could even register to 
vote on election day at their polling place. We created posters and 
started calling shelters. When the state shut down in late March, 
we postponed our efforts – recognizing that our shelters had far 
more important and life-saving work to be doing during a global 
pandemic. 

We thought COVID-19 would be our biggest challenge in our 
election work, but were hopeful that we’d come back strong with 
voter registration drives and presentations of our voter education 
materials. We knew that individuals experiencing homelessness 
were historically less likely to vote. We also knew that these 
voices – those who have been rejected and denied something as 
basic and human as their own home – were crucial for our elected 
officials to hear. We thought that all we needed to do was a little 
education to convince our folks to get out the vote. 

We were wrong. 

As we started doing our interviews for a video that we hoped to 
share with candidates and homeless service providers across our 
state, we began to learn that voting has never been something our 
interviewees felt was their right. They expressed that candidates 
didn’t care about them, that the system would never be fixed to 
give people that second chance they needed to be successful.  

But as the interviews continued, something amazing happened. 

“WE NEED TO VOTE, BECAUSE IT’S THE ONLY WAY 
THINGS ARE GOING TO CHANGE” 

“IF ENOUGH OF US VOTE THEN WE’LL HAVE STRENGTH 
IN NUMBERS, AND THEN WE CAN ELECT PEOPLE WHO 
HAVE TO LISTEN” 

“I’VE NEVER VOTED BEFORE. BUT I’M VOTING THIS 
YEAR.” 

Hope, in the middle of a pandemic that has made employment and 
housing even harder to access. People who shared their stories 
of abuse and illness and being completely alone with nowhere to 
go were looking into our camera and telling their peers that they 
needed to vote. They want to reach out to the candidates and call 
them into their communities so that they could see how much we 
need housing and supportive services. They want democracy to 
stay true to its promise to serve all of its people. 

This is the first year that our organization has done election work, 
but it won’t be the last. We sought out inspirational stories for 
a video to share with service providers and candidates, and we 
instead found ourselves moved to action.  

We’ll be back next election year, fighting for those who have felt 
disenfranchised or excluded from the democratic process to have 
their voices heard. 

BY LAUREL BURCHFIELD

feeling  
forgotten 

MICHIGAN VOTERS WHO HAVE 
EXPERIENCED HOMELESSNESS 
KNOW WHAT’S AT STAKE


